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Americas
Arctic Migratory Birds Initiative (AMBI): protecting Arctic lifestyles and 
peoples through migratory bird conservation is a project designed 
to improve the status and secure the long-term sustainability of 
declining Arctic breeding migratory bird populations. AMBI has 
developed the Arctic Migratory Birds Initiative Work Plan 2015-2019 
to identify priorities and guide actions.

Relevant Regional Initiatives

Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve 
Network (WHSRN) 

Atlantic Flyway Shorebird Initiative 

North American Bird Conservation 
Initiative (NABCI)

Americas Flyway with key focal areas (in green). This flyway 
includes the Pacific, Central, Mississippi, and Atlantic flyways. 

The Central and Eastern Canadian Arctic 
is affected by habitat destruction from 
overabundant geese and climate change. 
Priority species are the Red Knot and 
Semipalmated Sandpiper.

The northern coast of South America, and in 
particular the coastline from eastern Guyana 
through Suriname and French Guiana 
to northern Brazil is affected by coastal 
development and habitat destruction. 
Priority species are the Semipalmated 
Sandpiper and Red Knot.

Flyway Issues
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http://www.caff.is/strategies-series/295-arctic-migratory-birds-initiative-ambi-work-plan-2015-2019
http://www.whsrn.org/
http://www.whsrn.org/
http://www.nfwf.org/amoy/Pages/home.aspx#.VeA2fdPtlBc
http://www.nabci.net/
http://www.nabci.net/


Evaluate, and determine appropriate mitigations, to impacts of 
overabundant goose populations on Arctic shorebird habitat

•	 Conduct research that is designed to identify and quantify 
the magnitude and mechanism(s) of impact that white 
goose habitat destruction has on breeding populations of 
shorebirds, in particular  Semipalmated Sandpipers, in the 
eastern and Central Canadian Arctic.

•	 Incorporate Inuit knowledge and advice into management 
recommendations.

Evaluate and determine appropriate mitigations to loss and 
shifting of shorebird habitat from climate change

•	 Undertake an analysis that identifies the attributes and 
locations of shorebird habitats that are most likely to persist 
under future climate scenarios.

•	 Encourage the protection of large contiguous tracts of 
shorebird habitat, in parts of the eastern and central 
Canadian arctic that are least susceptible to climate 
changes.

•	 AMBI will explore opportunities to conduct assessments 
that quantify the vulnerability of key sites for shorebirds on 
the north coast of South America to climate change, and 
recommend actions to mitigate and/or to adapt to these 
impacts. AMBI will facilitate transfer of the knowledge and 
recommendations to habitat managers at the relevant sites.

Mitigate habitat impairment from human intrusions and 
disturbance

•	 Communities and other partners associated with 
established WHSRN and IBA sites will be encouraged to 
conduct site assessments to identify critical threats to the 
species, and develop strategies to mitigate these threats.

•	 AMBI will cooperate with initiatives that document the 
scope of shorebird hunting at selected sites along the 
Flyway. This includes working with hunters to assess 
level of take (in countries with legal hunts) and using 
direct observation and indirect measures (e.g., number of 
registered firearms, quantity and species of birds sold in 
local markets) as an indicator of hunt level (in countries 
where hunting is illegal).

Mitigate habitat destruction and degradation from 
development

•	 AMBI will create maps showing the overlap of rice farms, 
shrimp farms, and key shorebird habitat sites in northern 
South America.

•	 There are existing Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
for these activities elsewhere in the world, that could 
be adapted for this region. AMBI will make accessible 
searchable, accessible BMPs that are useful for rice 
cultivation and shrimp farming in northern South America. 
BMPs should take into account the potential exposure of 
shorebirds to harmful chemicals used in rice cultivation and 
shrimp farming, both in terms of type and application, and 
the timing of habitat use by shorebirds (e.g., for feeding, 
roosting, or both).

•	 AMBI will work to ensure that key sites for shorebirds 
have been clearly identified and documented in publicly-
available databases, that information on these sites 
is incorporated into development bank/multilateral 
agreement decision tools and environmental safeguard 
policies, and that the information is readily available to 
governments in the focal area and incorporated into 
development plans.

•	 AMBI will work to obtain site designations (e.g., Western 
Hemispheric Shorebird Reserve Network, Ramsar sites), and 
ensure that information about each site’s characteristics 
and ecosystem services is transmitted to local and national 
governments.
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Priority Conservation Actions

Semipalmated Sandpiper, a priority species for AMBI 2015-2019. 
Photo: Lisa Pirie/Environment Canada

Red Knot (spp. rufa and roselaari), a priority 
species for AMBI 2015-2019. Photo: USFWS
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