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1. Response to Arctic Council Priorities 
The Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment Working Group (PAME) is the working 
group which focuses on the marine agenda of the Arctic Council. It is guided by the Arctic 
Marine Strategic Plan (AMSP) and its biennial work plans as approved by the Arctic Council 
Ministers. PAME considers a full range of policy issues that relate to the state of the Arctic 
marine environment, including pollution prevention, marine biodiversity and resource 
development, and has a mandate to address policy and non-emergency pollution prevention 
and control measures related to the protection of the Arctic marine environment from both 
land and sea-based activities. Continuous updating of the review of international agreements 
and arrangements regarding the protection of marine and coastal areas is important and their 
implementation from an Arctic angle to identify possible ways and means to improve these 
instruments and support of them. 
PAME's work reflects the common priorities agreed upon for the Norwegian, Danish and 
Swedish Chairmanship period of the Arctic Council. Furthermore, PAME contributes to the 
Swedish Chairmanship Programme as it relates to oceans and ecosystem-based management 
and did participate in the scoping workshops for the Arctic Resilience Report (ARR) and the 
Arctic Change Assessment (ACA). 
PAME cooperates actively with the other Arctic Council Working Groups in an effort to 
contribute to improved efficiency and effectiveness of the Arctic Council, and the 
participation of indigenous peoples and other Arctic residents is fully recognized. 

2. Summary of Progress on PAME Projects 
PAME will convene its working group meeting (PAME I-2012) in Stockholm, Sweden, 26-27 
March; back-to-back with the Workshop on Ecosystem Approach to Management (EA) 22-23 
March 2012 and the upcoming SAO meeting 28-29 March. 
Below is a summary of developments since the last SAO meeting with further details on 
progress following the outcomes of the PAME I-2012 meeting 
Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment follow-up activities (SAO Agenda Item 5.2) 

 AMSA I(B) - Polar Code 

 PAME continues to strongly support work at the IMO on the Polar Code, including 
through the compilation and development of information (e.g., on HFO fuel use and 
carriage) that may assist and inform preparation of the Polar Code. 

 AMSA I(D) – Passenger Ship Safety 

 A representative from the shipping insurance industry has agreed to give a 
presentation at the PAME I-2012 meeting to inform PAME members about the role of 
marine insurance and its contribution to the protection of the Arctic marine 
environment. This includes the role the marine insurance can play in helping to 
strengthen ship safety and environmental protection in the Arctic to include 
developments, trends and directions in the marine insurance industry since issuance of 
the 2009 AMSA Report. 

 See also the discussion below on AMSA III(B) and Arctic Marine Traffic Systems. 

 AMSA I(B) – The Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) in the Arctic Project – Phase II 
 Further development of a project description and Terms of Reference for the HFO 

Phase II project is ongoing, with discussions focusing on the scope of the project, 
which is looking at the use and carriage of of heavy grade fuel oil in the Arctic.  
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 AMSA II(C) – Areas of Heightened Ecological and Cultural Significance 
 The project co-leads have submitted a progress report and 4th draft of the AMSA II(C) 
Report for use in developing the AMSA II(D) project at PAME I 2012. This draft only 
contains information on areas of heightened ecological significance within the Arctic.  
Information on areas of heightened cultural significance was omitted from the 4th 
draft as  such information was deemed  inadequate at this stage and additional time is 
needed to allow SDWG and others to contribute more information. 

 The 4th draft AMSA II(C) Report has been circulated for  national review and 
comment, with a deadline ofl April 20 for the submission of corrections and/or new 
information. The co-leads estimate that the ecological part of the report will be edited 
and published for delivery to PAME by the 1st of July 2012. 

 PAME Chair has communicated to SDWG Chair the need for relevant input from 
SDWG on “cultural significance” to help ensure the successful completion of the 
II(C) process. 

 AMSA II(D) – Specially Designated Arctic Marine Areas 
 The AMSA II(D) co-leads have had preliminary discussions on the project scope and 

will ramp up this work at PAME I-2012 based on  the 4th draft of AMSA II(C) report 
taking into account that it is currently being reviewed by countries and that the 
“cultural significance” portion of the report will be made available at a later stage. 

 AMSA III(B) – Arctic Marine Traffic Systems 

 An expert in vessel traffic monitoring and information systems from the European 
Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) will make a presentation on Automated 
Identification System (AIS), Long Range Identification and Tracking of ships (LRIT), 
and/or similar ship monitoring/tracking systems that are or may be deployed by Arctic 
countries to support implementation of III(B). 

 Arctic Council member governments are in the progress of submitting information on 
their respective national vessel traffic monitoring and tracking systems for discussion 
at the PAME I-2012 meeting. 

Follow up on the 2009 Offshore Oil and Gas Guidelines 
 The Oil and Gas Contact Group has made good progress in compiling and organizing the 

project on Arctic Oil and Gas Management, Regulation and Enforcement (MRE) a Legal 
Regime Web-Based Information Resource (MRE-WIR project). All countries have some 
websites and documents listed and linked under the various relevant headings and 
currently the PAME Secretariat is formatting the content and developing the website as 
per directions and contributions from member countries. 

 The Health, Safety and Environmental Management Systems and the Use of Best 
Operating Practices for Offshore Arctic Oil and Gas Drilling Activities project (HSEMS) 
has started and communications have been with EPPR to ensure synergies and 
collaboration with the Best Practices for Prevention of Marine Pollution project (BPP). 
The PAME Oil and Gas contact group is in the process of considering the agenda for an 
HSEMS workshop in connection with the BPP workshop in Iceland in June 2012.  
Coordination of issues to be covered is underway with EPPR.  

Arctic Ocean Review Project (AOR) Project 
 The AOR project has progressed into Phase II of its timeline. To date, the AOR Co-Leads 

have agreed to a Table of Contents which includes 7 Chapters (science, oil and gas, 
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shipping, pollution, living marine resources, ecosystem based management, and human 
dimension). 

 The AOR Co-Leads have confirmed 2 lead authors and individual chapter authors for the 
final report, which will be delivered to Arctic Council Ministers. 

 Upcoming events include an AOR Conference/Workshop to be convened in Canada in 
September 2012 back-to-back with the PAME II-2012 meeting.  

Ecosystem Approach 
 Arctic Council working groups working on marine-related issues (AMAP, CAFF and 

SDWG) have been invited to participate in the PAME-led Ecosystem Approach (EA) 
Expert Group on the ecosystem approach to management. 

 The co-leads, in cooperation with the PAME-led EA Expert Group will convene an 
Ecosystem Approach to Management (EA) workshop 22-23 March 2012 in Stockholm 
(back-to-back with the PAME I-2012 meeting (26-27 March 2012). Details on the 
outcome and reporting will distributed and posted on the PAME homepage when 
available. 

 PAME will participate in the next meeting of Ecosystem-based Management (EbM) 
Expert Group, April 16-18 in Gothenburg to present PAMEs ecosystem work (past and 
present) of relevance and to ensure that such a work be fully taking into account in the 
work of the EbM Expert Group  

3. PAME Administration and Next Meeting 
 PAME delegations strive to include their respective IMO experts in their delegations to 

the PAME I-2012 meeting for, in particular the AMSA agenda items. 

 The timing and location of the next PAME Meeting Sep/Oct 2012 in Canada (exact 
location TBD).  

4. Collaboration with other Working Groups 
PAME continues to actively communicate with the other working groups of the Arctic 
Council on the need to collaborate on related projects to ensure synergies. AMAP, CAFF and 
EPPR participated at the last PAME meeting. EPPR is working on the AMSA follow-up 
activities on Recommendations II(F) on Oil Spill Prevention and III(C) on Circumpolar 
Environmental Response Capacity and have provided updates on this work at PAME working 
group meetings. AMAP, CAFF and SDWG are working on the AMSA follow-up for 
Recommendations II(C) on Areas of Heightened Ecological and Cultural Significance. 
Representatives from all Arctic Council working groups will be invited to participate in the 
AOR Phase II Conference (Sep/Oct 2012) and all working groups will get an opportunity to 
provide inputs/comments on drafts of the AOR Phase II Report when available.  
The PAME Oil and Gas contact group is collaborating with the EPPR on the Best practices in 
the Prevention of Marine Oil Pollution (BPP) project and the HSE project to ensure synergies 
with both efforts. 
Arctic Council working groups working on marine-related issues (AMAP, CAFF and SDWG) 
have been invited to participate in the PAME-led Ecosystem Approach (EA) Expert Group on 
the ecosystem approach to management. 
PAME will commence work on the Arctic Marine Strategic Plan (AMSP) as per PAMEs 
WORK Plan 2011-2013 and seek contributions from other working groups working on 
marine-related issues. 
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