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Instructions for submitting Observer reports 

Introduction 
This document provides the template for Observer reports and instructions for 
submission of reports for Observers.  

The deadline for submission is 1 December 2018. 

According to the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (annex 2), every two years Observers 
are asked to submit to the Chairmanship up-to-date information about relevant activities 
and their contributions to the work of the Arctic Council. The following 22 Observers are 
asked to submit a report by 1 December 2018: 

• Germany
• The Netherlands
• Poland
• Switzerland
• The United Kingdom
• International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES)
• International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
• Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM)
• OSPAR Commission
• Standing Committee of the Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region (SCPAR)
• United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE)
• United Nations Environment Program (UNEP)
• World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
• West Nordic Council (WNC)
• The EU
• Advisory Committee on Protection of the Sea (ACOPS)
• International Arctic Science Committee (IASC)
• International Union for Circumpolar Health (IUCH)
• National Geographic Society (NGS)
• Northern Forum (NF)
• Oceana
• World Wide Fund for Nature - Global Arctic Program (WWF)

Role of Observers 
The role and responsibilities of Observers, as well as criteria for admission to the Arctic 
Council, can be found in the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (annex 2) and the “Observer 
Manual for Subsidiary Bodies.”  



Observer reporting template 2017-2019

This is page 2 of 7. 

The primary role of Observers is to observe the work of the Arctic Council. Observers 
contribute to the Arctic Council primarily through engagement at the level of Working 
Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups. Observers are invited to the meetings and other 
activities of the Arctic Council unless the Senior Arctic Officials decide otherwise. Observers 
may also propose projects through an Arctic State or a Permanent Participant. 

Report submission 
Observer reports should include the relevant information described below and in the 
template.  

(a) A description of the Observer’s contributions to the work of the Arctic Council since the
time of the Observer’s most recent submission, or in the previous two years, with special
focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project participation and support, as
well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.

(b) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s future plans to contribute to the work of the
Arctic Council, with special focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project
participation and support, as well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.

(c) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s contributions to other aspects of the Arctic
Council and its goals not covered in the previous sections since the time of the Observer’s
most recent submission, or in the previous two years.

Observer reports should be submitted electronically to the Arctic Council Secretariat via 
email: acs@arctic-council.org.  

The reports should be submitted to the Arctic Council Secretariat not later than 1 December 
2018. Please bear in mind while preparing your report that all Observer reports will be 
published on the official Arctic Council website (arctic-council.org). 

If an Observer does not submit a report, the Arctic Council will consider this an indication 
that the Observer is no longer interested in maintaining status as an accredited Observer 
to the Arctic Council.  

mailto:acs@arctic-council.org
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Cover sheet 
Full name of state or organization: 

Date of submission: 

Observer’s website, if appropriate: 

Information for appropriate contact person 

Full name: 

Email: 

Telephone: 

Organization or department:  

Job Title:  

Full mailing address:  

Is your state or organization still interested in continuing as an Observer of the Arctic 
Council?  

  Yes  No 
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Observer Report 
Please describe in no more than two pages your state’s or organization’s contributions to 
the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups since 
the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years. Please highlight 
contributions to specific projects, such as through proposals, concept development, in-
kind and financial support, and hosting of meetings. Please detail any collaboration with 
Permanent Participants, such as project proposal endorsement and support.  
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your state’s or organization’s future 
plans for contributing to the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, 
and/or Expert Groups. Please highlight intentions to contribute to specific projects and to 
collaborate with Permanent Participants.  
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your state’s or organization’s 
contributions to other aspects of the Arctic Council and its goals not covered by the previous 
sections since the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years.  
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	Full name of state or organization: Standing Committee of the Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region
	Date of submission: 30.11.2018
	Observers website if appropriate: http://www.arcticparl.org
	Information for appropriate contact person: Samu Paukkunen
	Full name: samu.paukkunen@eduskunta.fi
	Telephone: +358504128377
	Organization or department: 
	Job title: Secretary General
	Full mailing address: FI-00102 Parliament of Finland, Department for International Relations, Helsinki, Finland
	Council: Yes
	Describe contributions here: To promote the cooperation between the Arctic nations, the Arctic Council and the Standing Committee of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region have important roles, separately and together. 
Elected by and representing the people of the Arctic countries, the Arctic parliamentarians have as their main focus the people living in the Arctic. This includes indigenous peoples. A strong political dialogue between the parliaments and the governments of the Arctic region is key to promote a sustainable development with prosperous Arctic societies, in which people can secure their livelihoods and live their lives.

The members of the Standing Committee of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region (SCPAR) work in their national parliaments to promote Arctic issues and raise awareness of what is happening in the Arctic and in the Arctic cooperation. The parliamentarians work to make the results of the Arctic cooperation known at a national level. Most members of SCPAR are elected from the Northern regions in their country, all of them share a passion and concern for the development in the Arctic.

Since 2016, the Arctic Parliamentarians have arranged six Standing Committee meetings gathering the heads of Arctic delegations from all the Arctic national parliaments. During these meetings, parliamentarians have shared their experiences on their Arctic policies and best practices. This has been avalued as important work also in a sence that meetings between the parliamentarians helps to convey the messages of the Arctic Council and keeps the parliaments informed. The committee has met with ministers responsible for Arctic Affairs and the Senior Arctic Officials to keep themselves up to date on the currents Affairs of the Arctic Council. Committee meetings have been used also to convey the MP's messages to the Council. 

As the Conference of the Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region is the main decision making body of the organization, we are happy to report that all the parliamentarians gave their strong support to the work done by the Arctic Council at the 13th Parliamentary Conference. It is also the view of the Arctic MP's that the work of the Council should be further strenghtened. 

The 13th Arctic Parliamentary Conference took place in Inari, Finland, from 16th to 19th September in Sajos Center. Following four themes; digitalization of the Arctic, climate change and its effects to the Arctic, the Corporate Social Responsibility for the companies operating in the Arctic and the Social Well-Being of the people living in the Arctic were seen as the most timely and pressing issues that affect the region. As this was already the 13th time the Arctic parliamentarians convene, a special session reflected the work done by the parliamentarians.

With regards to the climate change and the environmental cooperation, the Arctic Parliamentarians outlined many of the same goals the AC has. Among these goals for the next two year period are following goals:

12. Continue efforts to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and short-lived climate pollutants, such as methane and black carbon;

13. Disseminate knowledge about climate change and its consequences in the Arctic at both the global and local levels, and work with local stakeholders to enhance the adaptation and resilience of Arctic communities to climate change;
	Describe contributions (continued): 
14. Develop energy efficiency solutions in Arctic architecture and construction
technology, including the use of renewable energy in new building projects and energy refurbishment of existing buildings in the Arctic Region;

15. Facilitate the exchange of information on innovations, strategies, and adaptation tools to handle the effects of climate change, as well as results of the Arctic Council’s Adaptation Actions for a Changing Arctic (AACA) project, throughout the Arctic Region at the local, regional and national levels;

16. Continue to support the working group Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna
(CAFF) to co-ordinate and publish its collection of current data on the migration,
extinction, and adaptions of species of flora and fauna, on land and in the seas of the Arctic Region;

17. Address the impacts of climate change on Arctic marine biodiversity and marine
conservation solutions as part of the October 2018 Arctic Environment Ministers
Meeting in Rovaniemi, Finland;

18. Facilitate the improvement of commercial navigation maps and systems in Arctic waters;

19. Address the need to prevent oil spills and other pollutants in the arctic region;

20. Implement the UN resolution to eliminate plastic pollution in the oceans, including by encouraging the Arctic nations and the Arctic Council’s observer countries to adopt reduction targets;

21. Urge the full implementation of the International Maritime Organization’s Polar Code;

22. Discuss and carry out, in partnership with the Indigenous peoples of the Arctic, a feasibility study of a school or an annual seminar where Indigenous peoples of the Arctic disseminate their traditional knowledge of natural resource management. The curriculum would contain information and education tied to Indigenous ways of life, ethics and the understanding of circular economy;

23. Hold an Arctic Summit, involving heads of state and governments of the Arctic
Council member states, as well as the heads of the Permanent Participants to agree upon on arctic cooperation and the sustainable development of the Arctic Region;
	Future plans to contribute: SCPAR focuses it work on Arctic Parliamentary cooperation, it's aim being the promotion of exchange of information and best practices between the national parliaments on Arctic Affairs. In this role, the MP's work both nationally and internationally on Arctic questions. 

As the MP's have important role in budgetary affairs and in forming the national policies, it has been seen important that they have enough information of subjects at hand. Regarding the Arctic cooperation, the secretariat at SCPAR tries to support the knowledge base of the MP's with the meetings the MP's have at the standing committee. MP's have met some of the members of the working groups to gain better understanding of the special topics dealt at the AC. Especially active they have been in their relations with the representatives of the Indigenous Peoples. Indigenous peoples (PP's) have the same position at the SCPAR and at the Arctic Parliamentary Conference as they have in the AC. The PP's were requested to give their own input to the conference statemenet and they were the only observers of the conference that have the right to participate also to the drafting committee meetings, where the policies of the parliamentary organization are being drafted. 

At the same time the MP's require information on the work done by the Arctic Council and its different working groups, they have a role in setting some of the goals for the Arctic Council itself. This work is evident in the Conference Stamenets, as the MP's form the goals for the conference.

The current chair of the SCPAR, Mr. Eirik Sivertsen has been active in different Arctic Forums where he has been highlighting the Arctic and the work doen by the AC. He also aims to participate to different high level conferences to convey the messages of the MP's and also of the working group reports from the AC. This work has been seen importantbecause as MP, the chair has access to many muntinational forums where Arctic issues can be discussed and where people can be informed on special arctic topics.

The representative of the SCPAR secretariat aims to participate at least once a year in some of the working group meetings, where his/ hers experience might be of some value. 
	Other contributions: Arctic Parliamentarians have supported the work of the Arctic Council since it's establishment. I believe it is important for the MP's to gain information on the work the Council does so that each member parliament would have representatives that understand the value and the meaning of Arctic coperation.

MP's can be valuabe for the Arctic Council also because they have their own constinuences that they are responsible for. By distributing the information of the AC to larger audiences they can help the AC in its own work and in building wider support. 


