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ARCTIC COUNCIL

Instructions for submitting Observer reports

Introduction

This document provides the reporting template and instructions for Observers to report
during the 2023 - 2025 Norwegian Chairship of the Arctic Council.

The deadline for submission is 1 December 2024.

Role of Observers

The role and responsibilities of Observers, as well as criteria for admission to the Arctic
Council, can be found in the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (Annex 2) and the
“Observer Manual for Subsidiary Bodies.”

The primary role of Observers is to observe the work of the Arctic Council. Observers
contribute to the Arctic Council primarily through engagement at the level of Working
Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups. Observers are invited to the meetings and
other activities of the Arctic Council unless the Senior Arctic Officials decide otherwise.
Observers may also propose projects through an Arctic State or a Permanent Participant.

Report submission

Observer reports should include the relevant information described below and in the
template.

(a) A description of the Observer’s contributions to the work of the Arctic Council since
the time of the Observer’s most recent submission, or in the previous two years, with
special focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project participation
and support, as well as collaboration with Permanent Participants;

(b) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s future plans to contribute to the work of
the Arctic Council, with special focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies
through project participation and support, as well as collaboration with Permanent
Participants; and,

(c) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s contributions to other aspects of the
Arctic Council and its goals not covered in the previous sections since the time of the
Observer’s most recent submission, or in the previous two years.

Observer reports should be submitted electronically to the Arctic Council Secretariat via
email: acs@arctic-council.org not later than 1 December 2024. Please bear in mind while
preparing your report that all Observer reports will be published online in the Observer
section of the Arctic Council online Library (OAR) following the Chairship transition.

If an Observer fails to submit a report, the Arctic Council will consider this to mean that the
Observer is no longer interested in maintaining its status as an accredited Observer to
the Arctic Council.
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Cover sheet

Full name of Observer State or Observer Organization:
The West Nordic Council

Date of submission of regular report:

1 December 2024

Observer’s website:

vestnordisk.is

Information for appropriate contact person

Full name: .
Larus Valgarsson

Email: larus.valgardsson@althingi.is

Telephone: | 4354 859 3111
Organization or department:

The West Nordic Council Secretariat

Job Title: Secretary General
Full mailing
address: The West Nordic Council

Althingi, Kirkjustraeti 12
101 Reykjavik
Iceland
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Observer Report

Please describe in no more than two pages your State’s or Organization’s contributions to
the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups since
the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years. Please highlight
contributions to specific projects, such as through proposals, concept development, in-
kind and financial support, and hosting of meetings. Please detail any collaboration with
Permanent Participants, such as project proposal endorsement and support.

During the 2023 - 2025 Norwegian Chairship of the Arctic Council, the West Nordic Council
has been committed to observing the developments in the work of the Arctic Council.

Since the time of our most recent report in the fall of 2022, the West Nordic Council has taken
note of the information given in the communication from the Arctic Council Chair and the
Arctic Council Secretariat on the tireless efforts by the Norwegian Chairship for the
resumption of Arctic Council activities.

To obtain further information, the West Nordic Council also participated in the virtual
meeting for observer heads of delegation to discuss the start of the Norwegian Chairship of
the Arctic Council, held on 6 July 2023.

The West Nordic Council has followed with interest the communication on the gradual
resumption of the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups.

Due to the scope of the West Nordic Council as a small interparliamentary organization with
limited resources, the council has continued to prioritize its focus on the Sustainable
Development Working Group.

In this manner, the West Nordic Council attended the first Plenary Meeting of the Sustainable
Development Working Group during the Norwegian Chairship on 20-21 November 2024.
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In the period of 2023 - 2024, the yearly working themes of the West Nordic Council have also
coincided with emphasis of projects of the Sustainable Development Working Group. In 2022
- 2023 the theme of the work of the West Nordic Council was Food Security and Self-

Sufficiency, and in 2023 - 2024 the theme was West Nordic Languages in a Digitalized World.

In relation to the working themes of the West Nordic Council, the council has invited the Inuit
Circumpolar Council to the West Nordic Council’s theme conferences in 2023 and 2024, and
has collaborated with the Inuit Circumpolar Council so that a representative of the Inuit
Circumpolar Council was one of the keynote speakers at session arranged by the West Nordic
Council, the Arctic Parliamentarians, and the Nordic Council on Food Security and Self-
Sufficiency in the Arctic at the Arctic Circle Assembly in 2023.

A representative of the Inuit Circumpolar Council also participated in the Annual Meeting of
the West Nordic Council in 2024 and addressed the council.
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your State’s or Organization’s
future plans for contributing to the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task
Forces, and/or Expert Groups. Please highlight intentions to contribute to specific projects
and to collaborate with Permanent Participants.

The West Nordic Council has plans to attend Arctic Council meetings during the remaining
period of the Norwegian Chairship.

On 29 January 2025, the West Nordic Council is interested in participating in an event in
Tromsg on the margins of the Arctic Frontiers Conference, regarding an update of the
Norwegian Chairship and information on the upcoming Chairship transition to the Kingdom
of Denmark, and a discussion on Observer engagement opportunities within the Working
Groups.

The West Nordic Council also intends to attend in the next Plenary Meeting of the Sustainable
Development Working Group scheduled in March 2025. As before, the West Nordic Council
plans to monitor the projects in the Sustainable Development Working Group to assess the
possibilities of contributing to specific projects.

During the upcoming Chairship of the Kingdom of Denmark, the West Nordic Council will
continue to stay committed to observing the work of the Arctic Council, and the West Nordic
Council plans to make relevant contributions through its engagement in the Sustainable
Development Working Group.
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your State’s or Organization’s
contributions to other aspects of the Arctic Council and its goals not covered by the
previous sections since the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years.

During 2023 - 2024, the West Nordic Council has contributed to the overall goal of
cooperation in the Arctic. To this end, the council has focused on Arctic matters with its close
parliamentary organization cooperation partners: The Arctic Parliamentarians, the Nordic
Council and European Parliament.

The West Nordic Council attended the meetings of the Standing Committee of the
Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region in April and November 2023 and in March and
September 2024, as well as attending the Conference of the Parliamentarians of the Arctic
Region in March 2024.

In its annual bilateral meeting with the Nordic Council, the West Nordic Council discussed
Societal Security in the North Atlantic and the Arctic, on 31 October 2023.

Arctic affairs and Arctic cooperation were on the agenda in the West Nordic Council’s annual
bilateral meeting on 30 November 2023 with the European Parliament’s DEEA committee,
where Morten Hgglund, Chair of the Senior Arctic Officials, guested the meeting.

In recent years, the West Nordic Council has cooperated with the Arctic Parliamentarians and
the Nordic Council on sessions at the Arctic Circle Assembly. In 2023, the interparliamentary
organizations arranged a session on Food Security and Self-Sufficiency in the Arctic, and in
2024 they arranged one session together on Queer Rights in the Arctic and another session
on The Future of Arctic Parliamentarian Cooperation.

In addition to cooperating on the sessions at the Arctic Circle Assembly in 2024, the West
Nordic Council arranged with the Arctic Parliamentarians and the Nordic Council a
networking lunch event, where representatives from parliaments, indigenous organizations,
cities, youth organizations, and states and governments in the Arctic were invited, among
them the Arctic Council.

In January 2025, the West Nordic Council will participate in the Arctic Frontiers Conference.

We believe that the work and the engagement of the West Nordic Council during the 2023 -
2025 Norwegian Chairship of the Arctic Council has been a contribution to the goals of the
Arctic Council.
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