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21. September 2014

Arctic Council
Canadian Chairmanship
by SAO Chair Mr Vincent Rigby

e-mail; ac chair@arctic-council.orqg,
acs@arctic-council.org

REGARDING FOLLOW UP ON KIRUNA DECLARATION

The Arctic Council Ministers met in Kiruna in May last year and signed the Kiruna
Declaration. On the occasion of the eight Ministerial meeting of the Arctic Council, the
Ministers among other things “express/ed their] concern that global greenhouse gases
are resulting in rapid changes in the climate and physical environment of the Arctic with
widespread effects for societies and ecosystems and repercussions around the world,
reiterating the urgent need for increased national and global actions to mitigate and
adapt to climate change, ” (our underlining).

The Ministers further “recognize/d] that climate change in the Arctic causes significant
changes in water, snow, ice and permafrost conditions, with cascading effects on
biodiversity, ecosystems, economic and human living conditions in the Arctic with
repercussions around the world, and that substantial cuts in emissions of carbon dioxide
and other long-lived greenhouse gases are necessary for any meaningful global climate
change mitigation efforts, and commit to strengthen our efforts to find solutions,” (our
underlining)

In protecting the Arctic environment, being one of the Arctic Council’s key tasks, the
Ministers “note[d] with concern the potential impact of acidification on marine life and
people that are dependent on healthy marine ecosystems, recognize that carbon dioxide
emission reductions are the only effective way to mitigate ocean acidification. And
request the Arctic States to continue to take action on mitigation and adaption and to
monitor and assess the state of Arctic Ocean acidification” (our underlining).

Finally, the Ministers “confirm[d] the commitment of all Arctic States to work together
and with other countries under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) to conclude a protocol, another legal instrument or an agreed
outcome with legal force no later than 2015, and urge all Parties to the Convention to
continue to take urgent action to meet the long-term goal aimed at limiting the increase
in global average temperature to below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels,”
(our underlining).
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As Permanent Participants to the Arctic Council, the Aleut International Association, the
Gwich’in Council International, the Inuit Circumpolar Council, The Russian Association
of Indigenous Peoples’ of the North (RAIPON) and the Saami Council, also participated
in the Ministerial meeting in Kiruna and were pleased to see the text of the Kiruna
Declaration, and welcomed these commitments made by the Foreign Ministers of the
Arctic Council member states. The Aleut, Gwich’in, Inuit and Saami people as well as
the Indigenous Peoples of the Russian North and its cultures depend on intact and
productive ecosystems in the Arctic, and we are equally concerned about the effects
climate change has had and currently has on our living conditions.

Carbon dioxide is the most significant of the greenhouse gases increasing in atmospheric
concentrations because of human activities. It is well known that carbon dioxide is a
greenhouse gas that effectively raises the temperature, which affects the permafrost and
contributes to the release of another powerful greenhouse gas, methane. Since carbon
dioxide is a long-lived greenhouse gas it is urgent to find ambitious solutions which lead
to reduction of emissions and removal of this compound from the atmosphere.

The report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change is verifying many of the
observations that we have made. Changes in overall temperature have resulted in
unpredictable seasons and we are experiencing changing weather patterns, increasing
avalanches, coastal erosion, thawing of permafrost, insecure ice-conditions and moving
of the tree line. We also see changes in the distribution and migration of living resources
that might require adjustments in their management. The increased accessibility of the
Arctic and an increase in global demand is also boosting industrial interests in the Arctic.
These are changes that have a great impact on the indigenous peoples’ homeland and
traditional ways of life.

The Permanent Participants welcome the Arctic Council’s continued efforts in reduction
of short-lived climate forcers, an initiative that, Aleut International Association, Inuit
Circumpolar Council and Saami Council now also participate in. On the other hand we
see no concrete initiatives by the Arctic Council member states to address the necessary
and ambitious cuts in emissions of carbon dioxide, as called for in the Kiruna
Declaration. With this letter we as Permanent Participants would like raise our sincere
concerns to the Arctic Council in this regard.

Arctic Council Ministers are requested to elaborate a specific course of action on
mitigation of carbon dioxide emissions that will be adopted by all Arctic Council
member states as a firm commitment to address the concerns already acknowledged by
the Ministers and demonstrate the promised leadership of the Arctic States on this matter.

Best regards,
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Arlene Gundersen
Aleut International Association

Joe Linklater
Gwich’in Council International

Grigory Ledkov
RAIPON

*ACS NOTE: This unsigned version uploaded as part of documents for Yellowknife SAO
meeting, October 2014. Signed version expected to be delivered prior to or during the

SAO meeting.

Arctic Athabaskan Council

Okalik Eegeesiak
Inuit Circumpolar Council

Aile Javo
Saami Council





