
  13. January 2014 

 

Arctic Council Task Force on Arctic Marine Oil Pollution 

Prevention (TFOPP)  

Scoping session 

Oslo, 16-17 January 2014 

 

Thursday, 16 January 

08.30-09.30 Registration 

 

Morning session 

09.30  Welcoming remarks   

Chair: Mrs. Else Berit Eikeland, Arctic Ambassador /Norwegian 

SAO 

Co-chair: Mr. Anton Vasiliev, Ambassador at large/Russian SAO  

 

09.45 Oil spill prevention in the Arctic  

Presentations by Arctic state delegations on their prevention 

regimes and their approach to the work of the TFOPP.   

 
(tour de table – 20 min. set aside for each  delegation) 

11.00  Coffee break 

11.30 Oil spill prevention in the Arctic continued  

13.00 Buffet lunch  

 

Afternoon session 

14.15  Oil spill prevention in the Arctic continued 

Views of the Permanent Participants.     
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15.00 Oil spill prevention in the Arctic continued  

 Floor open to Observers.  

 

15.45 Coffee break 

 

16.00  Ongoing work in the petroleum industry on oil pollution 

prevention  

 Representatives from the petroleum industry  

 

17.00 Summing-up  

(by Chair/Co-chair) 

17.15  Adjourn 

 

*** 

 

19.00  Reception in the lobby area/bar 

19.30 Dinner  

  

 

Friday, 17 January 

Morning session 

09.00  Other work on oil pollution prevention in the Arctic  

Presentations:  

 Arctic Council working groups on Emergency Prevention 

Preparedness and Response (EPPR) and Protection of the 

Arctic Marine Environment (PAME)  
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09.45 Elements for Consideration for the TFOPP  

 Presentation of the Norwegian document 

 Presentation of the Russian document 

 

Q&A, initial comments. 

 

11.00 Coffee break  

 

11.30  The way forward  

Discussion 

 

13.00   Buffet lunch  

 

Afternoon session 

14.00  The way forward continued 

Discussion in parallel sessions;  

 Prevention of pollution from Arctic petroleum activities  

 Maritime risk reducing measures in the Arctic 

   

15.30  Summing up 

Next meeting of the Task Force 

Preparation of documents 

 

16.30  End   
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Arctic Council 

Task Force on Arctic Marine Oil Pollution Prevention 

1st meeting, Oslo 

January 16-17, 2014 

Two pager submitted by the co-chairs 

 

Ministers decided at the Kiruna Ministerial May 15th, 2013, to establish a Task Force on 

Arctic Marine Oil Pollution Prevention (TFOPP) related to marine oil spills in the Arctic. The 

mandate for the TFOPP is to work out an action plan, or other arrangements on oil pollution 

prevention in the Arctic. The outcome of the work should be finalized and subsequently 

presented to Ministers at the Ministerial meeting in Canada in May 2015. 

The first round of negotiations took place in Oslo January 16 – 17.  All member states, as 

well as permanent participant Aleut International Association, were present and 

participated actively at the meeting. In addition, permanent observers were present. Italy 

and Singapore, the EU, World Wide Fund (WWF) and Circumpolar Conservation Union (CCU) 

held presentations, but also representatives from France, Germany, China and Nordic 

Council, were present in Oslo. Representatives from the oil and gas industry, International 

Oil and Gas Producers Association, Gazprom, Rosneft and Statoil, also gave presentations on 

their oil spill prevention efforts in the Arctic. EPPR and PAME held presentations on their 

efforts in this area so far. 

The first round of talks was carried out in a good atmosphere. The eight member states 

managed to identify a platform they all could agree upon on how to continue the 

negotiations to come.  

They all agreed upon the need to strictly look upon preventive issues and to focus on  

enhanced cooperation between the Arctic Council member states in order identify 

challenges in Arctic operations and to bridge  gap in existing measures. The participants also 
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agreed upon that they, in this work, must attempt to avoid duplication of existing 

instruments or ongoing work in other forums, and to focus on the marine environment. 

A matrix listing possible topics and issues for cooperation between the Arctic states was 

presented by Norway. Further, Russia presented a framework for an agreement on 

cooperation on marine oil pollution prevention in the Arctic.  

The participants agreed that the matrix is a good starting point for the further discussions 

on possible areas for cooperation, and that an updated matrix, based on inputs from other 

delegation, will be discussed at the next Task Force meeting. The participants also agreed 

that Russia would present an updated version of their document at the next meeting.  

The participants were challenged to clarify their national position concerning negotiation of 

an international binding agreement on oil pollution prevention in the Arctic before the next 

Task Force-meeting.  

There was agreement on the need to keep industry informed and involved in the process 

going forward, and efforts will be made to organize an industry workshop at some point 

during the process. 

The eight Arctic States agreed to work closely together in the months to come to achieve a 

constructive result and to meet again in March to continue the discussion, and subsequently 

in June as well as twice in fall. 

 



TASK FORCE ON ARCTIC MARINE OIL POLLUTION PREVENTION
PARTICIPANTS TO THE MEETING IN OSLO 16-17 JAN 2014

# LASTNAME FIRST NAME DELEGATION HoD EMAIL TITLE COMPANY

1 Eikeland  Else Berit Norway else.berit.eikeland@mfa.no Senior Arctic Official, Ambassador on Arctic Affairs Ministry of Foreign Affairs

2 Vasiliev  Anton Russian Federation antonvasiliev@front.ru Senior Arctic Official, Ambassador at Large Ministry of Foreign Affairs

3 Chenier  Michel Canada Yes michel.chenier@aadnc-aandc.gc.ca Director, Northern Petroleum Resources Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada

4 Lamoureux  Josee Canada No josee.lamoureux@tc.gc.ca Senior Environmental Officer Transport Canada

5 MacKay  William Canada No wmackay@gov.nu.ca Director, Intergovernmental Relations Government of Nunavut

6 Rossi  Brianne Canada No brianne.rossi@aadnc-aandc.gc.ca Policy Analyst Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada

7 Sirois  Celine Canada No celine.sirois@neb-one.gc.ca Technical Leader, Environment National Energy Board of Canada

8 Tessier  Marc Canada No marc.tessier@international.gc.ca Head, Energy Secretariat, Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development CanadaForeign Affairs, Trade and Development Canada

9 Vedsgaard Langeberg  Pernille Kingdom of Denmark Yes pvl@fmn.dk Head of Emergency Planning Department Danish Ministry of Defence

10 Burgaard  Maja Sofie Kingdom of Denmark No msbu@nanoq.gl Acting Head of Department Government of Greenland

11 Jensen  Bo Juul Kingdom of Denmark No bjj@fmn.dk Head of section at Emergency Planning Department Danish Ministry of Defence

12 Rasmussen  Frank Kiel Kingdom of Denmark No sok-ob031@mil.dk Commander Royal Danish Navy 

13 Rynne  Louise Anna Kingdom of Denmark No lar@fmn.dk Commander at Emergency Planning Department Danish Ministry of Defence

14 Nyström  Magnus Finland Yes magnus.nystrom@environment.fi Senior Specialist Ministry of the Environment

15 Sigurðsson  Atli Már Iceland Yes ams@mfa.is Desk officer, Arctic Affairs Ministry for Foreign Affairs

16 Jensson  Helgi Iceland No helgij@Umhverfisstofnun.is Senior Consultant Environment Agency of Iceland

17 Meier  Petter Norway Yes Petter.Meier@sd.dep.no Deputy Director General Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs

18 Askjer  Angela Ekholdt Lahelle Norway No angela.askjer@jd.dep.no Advisor Ministry of Justice and Public Security

19 Elisenberg  Anja Norway No ae@md.dep.no Advisor Ministry of the Environment

20 Guttormsen  Elisabeth Norway No eg@fkd.dep.no Senior Advisor Ministry of Transport and Communications

21 Jacobsen  Sigurd Robert Norway No Sigurd.jacobsen@ptil.no Chief engineer Petroleum Safety Authority

22 Langemyr  Trond Norway No trond.langemyr@kystverket.no Senior Advisor The Norwegian Coastal Administration

23 Rønningen  Elin Norway No eron@mfa.no Senior Advisor Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

24 Skånland  Øystein Haga Norway No ohs@fkd.dep.no Advisor Norwegian Ministry of Transport and Communications

25 Skjævesland  Silje Norway No Silje.Skjavesland@nfd.dep.no Advisor Ministry of trade, industry and fisheries

26 Solevågseide  Trine Norway No trine.solevaagseide@kystverket.no Senior Advisor The Norwegian Coastal Administration

27 Teslo  Jørgen Norway No Jorgen.Teslo@ad.dep.no Advisor Ministry of Labour

28 Tuntland  Øyvind Norway No Oyvind.tuntland@ptil.no Senior Advisor Petroleum Safety Authority

29 Wiggen  Per Bardalen Norway No Per.Bardalen.Wiggen@mfa.no Senior Advisor Ministry of Foreign Affairs

30 Østre  Anders Norway No Anders.Ostre@ad.dep.no Senior Advisor Ministry of Labor
31 Vodiannik  Igor Russian Federation Yes vodjannikIA@minenergo.gov.ru Senior Counsellor Ministry of Energy of Russian Federation

32 Baryshnikov  Andrey Russian Federation No andrey.a.baryshnikov@gmail.com Deputy Director of the Legal Department Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation

33 Bezrukov  Andrey Russian Federation No a_bezrukov@rosneft.ru Advisor to the President Rosneft

34 Lukasheva  Olga Russian Federation No o.lukasheva@mail.ru Head of Section, Int-l Coop. Department EMERCOM of Russia

35 Sarkov  Mikhail Russian Federation Ministry of Transport of the RF, Gosmorspas service

36 Utyamishev  Pavel Russian Federation No p.utiamishev@adm.gazprom.ru Chief technologist of Offshore Rescue Operations DivisionGazprom

37 Övelius  Pia Sweden Yes pia.ovelius@gov.se Director Ministry of Defence

38 Stedt Bernt Sweden No bernt.stedt@coastguard.se Head of Response Swedish Coast Guard HQ

39 Fesmire  Mark United States of America Yes mark.fesmire@bsee.gov USDOI BSEE Alaska Regional Director US Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement

40 Israel  Brian United States of America Yes israelBR@state.gov Attorney-Advisor U.S. Department of State

41 Mauger  John United States of America No john.w.mauger@uscg.mil Captain US Coast Guard

42 Mehaffey  Jennifer United States of America No jennifer.a.mehaffey@uscg.mil Attorney U.S. Coast Guard

43 Ryan  Kristin United States of America No kristin.ryan@alaska.gov Director, Division of Spill Prevention & Response Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation

44 Zlomek  Marc United States of America No zlomekma@state.gov Liaison Officer U.S. Department of State

45 Gamble  James AIA Yes aia@alaska.net Executive Director Aleut International Association

46 Bjerkemo  Ole Kristian EPPR Yes ole-kristian.bjerkemo@kystverket.no EPPR Chair Norwegian Coastal Administration

47 Lunde  Synnøve EPPR No synnove.lunde@kystverket.no EPPR Executive Secretary Norwegian Coastal Administration

48 Long Yuan  Qin China hbc@bhfj.gov.cn Senior Engineer North China Sea Branch of SOA

49 Yi  Ding China dingyi@nmfc.gov.cn Senior Engineer North China Sea Branch of SOA

50 Lannuzel  Francois-Xavier France Yes fxlannuzel@france.no Scientific Attaché Embassy of France in Norway

51 Damian  Hans-Peter Germany Yes hans-peter.damian@uba.de Senior Scientific Advisor Federal Environment Agency
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52 Tornetta  Marco Italy Yes marco.tornetta@esteri.it Consigliere d'Ambasciata Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Italy

53 Lee  Byung-hwa Republic of Korea Yes bhlee@mofa.go.kr Ambassador Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Korea

54 Segar  Muhammad Singapore Yes M_Segar@mpa.gov.sg Asst Chief Executive (Operations) Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore

55 Chan  Heng Lum Singapore No Heng_Lum_Chan@mpa.gov.sg Manager (Poer Marine Projects) Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore

56 Parker  Vawter CCU Yes bparker@earthjustice.org Representative, Circumpolar Conservation Union Earthjustice

57 Neraal  Marianne NCM Yes mane@norden.org Senior Adviser Nordic Council of Ministers

58 Robstad  Bjørn Willy SCPAR Yes bwr@stortinget.no Secretary General Stortinget

59 Babenko  Mikhail WWF Yes mbabenko@wwf.ru Oil and Gas Officer WWF Global Arctic Programme

60 Mangset  Lars Erik WWF No lemangset@wwf.no Advisor Climate and Sustainable Industries WWF 

61 Nordhausen  Walter European Union Yes walter.nordhausen@emsa.europa.eu Head of Section European Maritime Safety Agency

62 Campbell  John Association of Oil & Gas Producers John.Campbell@ogp.org.uk Association of Oil & Gas Producers

63 Fries  Tom Arctic Council Secretariat tom@arctic-council.org Communications Officer Arctic Council Secretariat

64 Iartceva  Kseniia Arctic Council Secretariat kseniia@arctic-council.org Russian Language Adviser Arctic Council Secretariat

65 Keski-Nirva  Kiira Arctic Council Secretariat kiira@arctic-council.org Intern Arctic Council Secretariat
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Arctic Council Task Force on Arctic Marine Oil Pollution 

Prevention (TFOPP)  

2nd session 

Reykjavik, 18 - 19 March 2014 

 

Tuesday, 18 March 

08.30-10.00  Registration 

 

Morning session 

10.00  Welcome to Iceland / administrative remarks   

Representative of the Icelandic authorities/host  

 

10.10  Introductory remarks - how to approach the work ahead  

Co-chairs:  

Mrs. Else Berit Eikeland, Arctic Ambassador / Norwegian SAO 

Mr. Anton Vasiliev, Ambassador at large / Russian SAO  

 

10.30  Comments from the Parties to the introductory remarks 
 

11.00   Coffee break 

 

11.15  Discussion: The revised draft agreement. 

 

13.00  Lunch  
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Afternoon session 

14.00 Discussion of  revised matrix of topics. 

(If agreed among the participants, the matrix could be discussed in 

two parallel groups:  

a) Prevention of pollution from maritime activities 

b) Prevention of pollution from petroleum activities       
 

15.30 Coffee break 

 

15.45 Discussion of revised matrix continue 

 

17.00 Adjourn 

 

18:45 Bus departure to restaurant Reykjavik 
 

Wednesday, 19 March 

Morning session 

10.00 Summary of discussion of revised matrix 

  Co-chairs 

 

11.00   Coffee break 

 

11.15  Working session continues 

 

13.00   Lunch 

 

14.00   Working session continues 

 

16.00  Summing up/ the way forward 

  Co-chairs 

 

17.00  End 
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Arctic Council Task Force on Arctic Marine Oil Pollution Prevention 

2nd meeting, Reykjavik / March 18-19, 2014Two-pager submitted by the co-chairs 

Ministers decided at the Kiruna Ministerial May 15th, 2013, to establish a Task Force on Arctic 

Marine Oil Pollution Prevention (TFOPP) related to marine oil spills in the Arctic. The mandate for 

the TFOPP is to work out an action plan, or other arrangements on oil pollution prevention in the 

Arctic. The commitment of all participants to supporting, enhancing and adding to existing efforts 

to prevent Arctic marine oil pollution was clearly in evidence. The outcome of the work should 

be finalized and subsequently presented to Ministers at the Ministerial meeting in Canada in May 

2015. 

The second round of negotiations took place in Reykjavik, Iceland on 18-19 March 2014. All 

member states were present, as were permanent participants Aleut International Association 

and ICC (Greenland). Arctic Council Working Groups PAME and EPPR were represented, and 

contributed input on their existing and planned work on oil pollution prevention. In addition, 

Arctic Council observers France, India, the University of the Arctic, and the Circumpolar 

Conservation Union (CCU) were in attendance. All attendees were grateful for the warm 

hospitality of the Icelandic hosts.  

Four key documents were used to prompt and guide discussion, including: two matrices covering 

issues of prevention of oil pollution from marine traffic and marine petroleum activity; a draft 

agreement presented by the delegation of the Russian Federation; and a document describing a 

proposed regulators’ forum in which pertinent regulatory authorities from the Arctic states could 

exchange information, knowledge and best practices. The discussions of these documents 

addressed several issues, including: 

 the Arctic states’ existing work towards prevention of marine oil pollution; 

 the possibility of developing a substantive and concrete action plan to inform further 

work in the near-term future; 

 the possibility of developing mutually understandable nomenclature in order to enable 

cooperation; 
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 the possibility of enhancing the circumpolar exchange of information that is pertinent to 

safety and pollution prevention; 

 the possibility of addressing human resource questions, such as delivering adequate 

training for operators working in the Arctic marine environment; 

 the importance of an analysis of existing measures to identify ways in which the Task 

Force can add unique value, without duplicating work done elsewhere; 

 the potential role of the business community in any arrangement; and 

 related standard-setting work going on in other organizations outside the Arctic Council. 

In addition, presentations were delivered to the meeting by members of the delegations of 

Finland, the Russian Federation and Canada. 

In this round of talks, the eight member states identified the path forward to the next meeting, 

which is planned to take place in Canada in mid-June. The Task Force will take a “hybrid 

approach”. Using the two matrix documents provided by Norway as a basis, each delegation will 

contribute comments, additions and proposed revisions within a short time frame, after which 

the Norwegian delegation will begin preparing a text document incorporating those suggestions. 

That document will be circulated, and each delegation will seek out detailed input and comment 

from the relevant national entities. The document and associated commentary will then serve as 

the central matter for detailed discussions at the next gathering of the Task Force. 

This text document and the commentary will represent the current stage of the action plan which 

is referred to in the mandate of the Task Force taken from the Senior Arctic Officials’ Report to 

Ministers from the ministerial meeting in Kiruna, Sweden in May of 2013. In addition, the 

Canadian delegation will look at ways to reformulate the current Russian-Norwegian proposal for 

a binding agreement into a hybrid agreement that could be acceptable to all parties. The parties 

agreed that these documents could serve as the groundwork for an eventual binding agreement, 

which could potentially be negotiated at a later stage. 
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Del Type Delegation First Name Last Name Email Address Company Job title

CHAIR Norway Else Berit Eikeland ebe@mfa.no Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway Senior Arctic Official

CHAIR Russian Federation Anton Vasiliev anton.vasiliev@mid.ru Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation Senior Arctic Official

Member State Canada Michel Chenier michel.chenier@aadnc-aandc.gc.ca Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada Director, Northern Petroleum Resources

Member State Canada Andre Dormehl Andre.Dormehl@international.gc.ca Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development Canada Senior Policy Advisor

Member State Canada Josée Lamoureux josee.lamoureux@tc.gc.ca Transport Canada Senior Environmental Officer

Member State Finland Johanna Ikävalko Johanna.ikavalko@mintc.fi Ministry of Transport and Communications Ministerial adviser

Member State Finland Magnus Nyström magnus.nystrom@environment.fi Ministry of the Environment Senior Specialist

Member State Finland Jarkko Toivola jarkko.toivola@liikennevirasto.fi Finnish Transport Agency Chief Maritime Specialist, Head of Winter Navigation Unit

Member State Iceland Þorsteinn Ingólfsson thi@mfa.is Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Iceland Senior Arctic Official

Member State Iceland Helgi Jensson helgij@Umhverfisstofnun.is Environment Agency of Iceland Senior Consultant

Member State Iceland Sólrún Svandal solrun.svandal@utn.stjr.is Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Iceland

Member State Iceland Atli Már Sigurðsson ams@mfa.is Ministry for Foreign Affairs Arctic Affairs

Member State Iceland Þorarinn Sveinn Arnarson thorarinn.sveinn.arnarson@os.is National Energy Authority of Iceland

Member State Iceland Birgir Hrafn Búason birgir.buason@utn.stjr.is Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Iceland

Member State Kingdom of Denmark Maja Sofie Burgaard msbu@nanoq.gl Government of Greenland Acting Head of Department

Member State Kingdom of Denmark Gitte Mondrup gmo@dma.dk Danish Maritime Authority Special Adviser

Member State Kingdom of Denmark Louise Anna Rynne lar@fmn.dk Danish Ministry of Defence Commander at Emergency Planning Department

Member State Kingdom of Denmark Johannes Vejbæk Jepsen jovj@nanoq.gl Mineral Licence and Safety Authority Head of Section

Member State Norway Anders Østre anders.ostre@asd.dep.no Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs Senior Adviser

Member State Norway Elisabeth Guttormsen elisabeth.guttormsen@sd.dep.no The Norwegian Ministry of Transport and Communications Senior Adviser

Member State Norway Sigurd Robert Jacobsen Sigurd.jacobsen@ptil.no Petroleum Safety Authority Sjefsingeniør

Member State Norway Petter Meier petter.meier@sd.dep.no Norwegian Ministry of Transport and Communications Deputy Director General

Member State Norway Øystein Haga Skånland ohs@sd.dep.no Norwegian Ministry of Transport and Communications Adviser

Member State Norway Trine Beate Solevågseide trine.solevaagseide@kystverket.no The Norwegian Coastal Administration Senior Advisor

Member State Norway Jørgen Teslo jte@asd.dep.no Ministry of Labour and Social affairs Adviser

Member State Norway Øyvind Tuntland Oyvind.tuntland@ptil.no Petroleum Safety Authority Fagdirektør

Member State Norway Per Bardalen Wiggen per.wiggen@mfa.no Royal Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs Senior Advisor

Member State Russian Federation Evgeny Ambrosov l.zubanova@scf-group.ru OAO Sovcomflot Senior Executive Vice President

Member State Russian Federation Andrey Baryshnikov andrey.a.baryshnikov@gmail.com Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation Deputy Director of the Legal Department

Member State Russian Federation Andrey Bezrukov a_bezrukov@rosneft.ru Rosneft Advisor to the President

Member State Russian Federation Vladimir Dimitrov v.dimitrov@adm.gazprom.ru JSC Gazprom Deputy Head of Directorate

Member State Russian Federation Tatyana Malashkevich malashkevich@mnr.gov.ru Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation Head of Section, Department of Environmental State Policy

Member State Russian Federation Ivan Panichkin panichkiniv@minenergo.gov.ru Ministry of Energy of the Russian Federation Deputy Head of Division of International Agreements

Member State Russian Federation Mikhail Sarkov msdsar@mail.ru Ministry of Transport of the Russian Federation Adviser

Member State Russian Federation Igor Vodyannik vodjannikIA@minenergo.gov.ru Ministry of Energy of Russian Federation Senior Counsellor

Member State Sweden Pia Ovelius pia.ovelius@gov.se Ministry of Defence Director

Member State Sweden Bernt Stedt bernt.stedt@kbv.se Swedish Coast Guard Head of Response

Member State United States of America Mark Fesmire mark.fesmire@bsee.gov US Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement USDOI BSEE Alaska Regional Director

Member State United States of America John Mauger john.w.mauger@uscg.mil US Coast Guard Captain

Member State United States of America Kristin Ryan kristin.ryan@alaska.gov Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation Director, Division of Spill Prevention & Response

Member State United States of America Marc Zlomek zlomekma@state.gov U.S. Department of State Liaison Officer

Permanent Participant AIA James Gamble aia@alaska.net Aleut International Association Executive Director

Permanent Participant ICC Parnuna Egede parnuna@inuit.org Inuit Circumpolar Council - Greenland Advisor on Environmental Issues

Working Group EPPR Ole Kristian Bjerkemo ole-kristian.bjerkemo@kystverket.no Norwegian Coastal Administration EPPR Chair

Working Group PAME Soffía Guðmundsdóttir soffia@pame.is PAME International Secretariat PAME  Executive Secretary

Observer State France Elodie Guenzi elodie.guenzi@diplomatie.gouv.fr French Embassy in Iceland Political and Economic Attaché

Observer State India Prem Sagar Tewari com@indianembassy.is Indian Embassy Head of Chancery

Observer Organization CCU Vawter Parker bparker@earthjustice.org Earthjustice Representative, Circumpolar Conservation Union

Observer Organization UArctic Gustav Pétursson gustavpetursson@gmail.com UArctic Thematic Network on Security and Defence Observer

Staff Arctic Council Secretariat Tom Fries tom@arctic-council.org Arctic Council Secretariat Communications

Staff Arctic Council Secretariat Kseniia Iartceva kseniia@arctic-council.org Arctic Council Secretariat Russian Language Adviser

Staff Arctic Council Secretariat Linnea Nordström linnea@arctic-council.org ACS Website Officer

Interpreter Interpreter Sesselja Helgadottir sesselja@hi.is -- --

Interpreter Interpreter Olga Johannesson johannesson.olga@gmail.com -- --
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Arctic Council Task Force on Oil Pollution Prevention 

3rd Meeting, Ottawa, June 12-13, 2014 

Summary two-pager 

Introduction 

The agenda at the third meeting of the Task Force on Arctic Marine Oil Pollution Prevention 

(TFOPP) included 2 major issues: 1) discussion and editing of the Action Plan for Cooperation, 

prepared under the leadership of the Canadian delegation; 2) discussion and editing of the 

revised “Norwegian document”, which was divided into 2 lists of measures regarding Arctic 

maritime activities and petroleum activities, respectively. In introductory remarks, the chair 

underlined that the meeting was devoted to the discussion of the substance of the documents, 

not the nature of the final deliverable. Delegates were encouraged to be as concrete as possible 

in their contributions and to be flexible in order to work towards consensus.  

All eight Arctic States, two Permanent Participants (AIA and ICC), and two Working Groups (EPPR 

and PAME) took part. Accredited observers attending the meeting included 6 states (Germany, 

India, Italy, Japan, Singapore, UK) and 2 organizations (CCU, WWF). In addition, contributions 

were provided by invited experts from OGP (International Oil and Gas Producers Association) and 

IADC (International Association of Drilling Contractors).  

Discussion of the Action Plan for Cooperation 

As at the 2nd meeting in Reykjavik, initial discussions in Ottawa focused on what type of 

deliverable would be presented for the 2015 ministerial meeting. Each state offered an update 

on its own position and mandate. The states agreed that the draft Action Plan provides a very 

good foundation for further discussion and noted the need of weighing carefully the legal 

implications of the document. While presenting the draft Action Plan, Canada underlined that it 

is based on the Russian text presented at the 2nd meeting, and was developed with the goal of 

enhancing collaboration between the Arctic States in the field of oil pollution prevention by 

facilitating the sharing of the unique knowledge and experience possessed by each state. It was 

emphasized that all documents discussed at the meeting would ultimately be integrated into a 

single deliverable for the 2015 Ministerial meeting.  

Some particular issues stood out during the day’s discussions. Some delegates expressed concern 

about attempting to create a new standing forum or institution for collaboration, as well as about 

the status and the level of autonomy of such a hypothetical body. Also at issue was the delegation 

of responsibility for any eventual implementation and reporting. Possible engagement of the 

Arctic Council working groups (EPPR specifically) was discussed in this respect. Permanent 

Participants AIA and ICC, as well as the accredited observers present at the meeting, also made 

important contributions to the discussion of the draft Action Plan. 

Presentations by the invited experts 

As industry plays an important role in the field of oil pollution prevention, the chair invited 

representatives of the International Association of Oil and Gas Producers (OGP) and the 

International Association of Drilling Contractors (IADC) to present their experience in the field of 

prevention at the meeting.   
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The OGP representative gave a presentation on its different committees and task forces which 

are involved in the activities connected with oil pollution prevention and regulatory work in the 

Arctic. The presenters proposed that the focus of work connected with oil pollution prevention 

should be on the appropriate performance standards, robust risk assessment methods, 

mitigation and implementation. The IADC representative explained the association’s activities for 

Arctic drilling safety and environmental protection, including development of the IADC HSE Case 

Guidelines, its activities in the field of training and accreditation, and its participation in industry 

and government efforts. Both presenters remarked that industry has a great desire to share its 

knowledge with the AC. 

Discussion of lists of measures for petroleum and maritime activities in the Arctic 

Prior to the meeting, the Norwegian delegation had agreed to lead preparation of 2 lists of 

preventive measures for petroleum and maritime activities in the Arctic, based on documents 

and discussions from earlier meetings. One objective for this meeting was to begin prioritizing 

the measures and identifying concrete steps forward.  

The list of measures for petroleum activities included an overview of measures specially designed 

to enhance safety in Arctic petroleum operations; support of industry standardization activities; 

and exchange of experience and strengthening of regulatory cooperation (e.g. by means of a 

Forum). The list of measures for maritime activities was somewhat more extensive, covering such 

areas as traffic monitoring and management, maritime services, human resources and reduction 

of risks associated with use of heavy fuel oil. Most states reiterated the importance of avoiding 

duplication of initiatives currently being carried out elsewhere – for example, within the IMO, 

WMO, ARHC, or AC working groups.  

Next Steps 

To have a high quality deliverable for the ministers in 2015, the chair identified the need for two 

more meetings and asked the participants to keep circumpolar interests in mind. It was agreed 

that a correspondence group would be established that will draft a single document 

incorporating the Action Plan and the lists of measures before the next TF meeting. States were 

invited to take the lead in developing those parts most closely aligned with their own interests and 

priorities.  

The EPPR is requested to assess and respond on the possibility of hosting a petroleum industry seminar 

during the first quarter of 2015.  

The delegation of the Kingdom of Denmark, on behalf of Greenland, offered to host the next 

meeting on 10-11 September, 2014 in Nuuk.  
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This version: 28 August, 2014 

Arctic Council Task Force on Arctic Marine Oil Pollution Prevention 

TFOPP | 4th session 

Nuuk, Greenland, 10-11 September 2014 

♦ 

Wednesday, 10 September 

08.30  Registration opens 

Morning session 

09.00  Welcome to Greenland / administrative remarks   

09.10  Introductory remarks: How to approach the work ahead  

Mr. Vladimir Barbin, Co-Chair and SAO for the Russian Federation 

Mrs. Else Berit Eikeland, Co-Chair, Arctic Ambassador and SAO for Norway 

09.30  Comments from the Parties   

10.30   Coffee break 

11.00  Review of the documents presented for the meeting:  

Draft [Document] on oil spill prevention in the Arctic (from Russia)  

Revised action plan incorporating input from TFOPP III (from Canada) 

12.00  Lunch 

Afternoon session 

13.00  Opportunity for presentations  

14.00  Review of documents to continue  

14.30   Coffee break 

15.00   Review of documents to continue / possibility for breakout sessions  

17.00  Adjourn 

19.00  Dinner/reception (TBD)  
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Thursday 11 September 

Morning session 

09.00  Summing up of yesterday’s discussion  

09.15   Review of documents to continue 

10.30  Coffee break 

11.00  Review of documents to continue 

12.30  Lunch 

Afternoon session 

13.30  Review of documents to continue 

15.00  Summing up / the way forward  

Co-Chairs 

15.30  Meeting adjourns 
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Arctic Council Task Force on Oil Pollution Prevention 

4th Meeting, Nuuk, September 10-11, 2014 

Summary two-pager 

Introduction 

At its fourth meeting, hosted in Nuuk, Greenland, the Task Force on Arctic Marine Oil 

Pollution Prevention (TFOPP) focused on the discussion of the substance and text of the 

deliverable – the precise title of which is still under discussion – which it will present at 

the upcoming Ministerial Meeting in 2015 in Iqaluit, Canada. Each delegation has taken 

on a significant portion of the preparatory work on this deliverable, with overall guidance 

delivered by the Norwegian and Russian co-chairs.  

In their introductory remarks, the co-chairs underlined the need to reach agreement on 

the legal status of the document, its title and the status under which it will be submitted 

to the 2015 Ministerial Meeting (e.g., whether it is a signed document or not). Delegates 

were encouraged to be as concrete as possible in their contributions and to inform the 

Task Force if there were items that were unacceptable to them.  

All eight Arctic States and one Working Group (EPPR) took part. Accredited observers 

attending the meeting included 4 states: France, Germany, Italy and Japan. In addition, 

contributions were provided by invited experts from OGP (International Oil and Gas 

Producers Association), IADC (International Association of Drilling Contractors) and Joint 

Arctic Command (Greenland).  

Discussion of the Deliverable 

The discussion opened with statements by the states on the legal status of the document 

that will be delivered to the ministers in spring 2015. The delegations reached consensus 

on this issue, agreeing that – due to the limited time remaining – discussion of a non-

binding document was preferable. Still, they expressed openness to the possibility of 

developing a binding agreement at some point in the future. It was decided that the title 

of the document would be determined at the end of the meeting when the states reached 

agreement on its structure and components. 

Prior to the meeting, the ASC produced a “Unified Document” based on the Russian draft 

text, which integrated the language and items proposed following the TFOPP III meeting 

in Ottawa. Although the delegates referred to different parts of the document during the 

discussion (e.g. “the main part”, “Annex 1”, “Annex 2”), the co-chairs reiterated that all 

these parts would ultimately become a single, integrated text. They also encouraged the 

delegates to opt for more general and concise language as being preferable in case of a 

non-binding document. The states reached agreement on most items of the document; 

some portions of the text remained bracketed, subject to further legal consultations. 

Some particularly noteworthy elements of the day’s discussions included the following. 

 The group discussed possible establishment of the Arctic Regulators Forum.  

 The group discussed the initiation of a “baseline study” which would endeavor to 

give an overview of past, ongoing and planned research and development in the 

field of oil pollution prevention in the Arctic.   
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 Many states reiterated the importance of avoiding duplication of initiatives 

currently being carried out elsewhere – for example, within the IMO, WMO, ARHC, 

or Arctic Council working groups (e.g. CAFF, EPPR, PAME).  

Presentations by the invited experts 

Several invited experts made presentations on their experiences operating in the Arctic, 

giving their assessment of the current situation and highlighting some of the measures 

that could prevent oil pollution in the circumpolar region. 

Representatives of the Joint Arctic Command (Greenland, Kingdom of Denmark) 

described their area of responsibility, including anti-pollution efforts and oil spill recovery 

operations, as well as ice-breaking and other shipping related activities. They also gave an 

overview of a study, conducted by the Danish Ministry of Defense, aimed at identification 

of the areas to be strengthened within their area of responsibility and interest. One of the 

key recommendations of the study is to enhance international cooperation. To illustrate 

the Joint Arctic Command’s efforts in the sphere of marine oil pollution prevention in 

particular, the speakers discussed their surveillance system and improved ice charts. 

Another study was presented by experts of the International Association of Oil and Gas 

Producers (OGP). The main goal of the study (initiated by the US National Petroleum 

Council with the support of some OGP members) is to identify opportunities for 

technology enhancements that would facilitate prudent development with excellent 

environmental responsibility. 

The IADC (the International Association of Drilling Contractors) representative described 

efforts of oil companies in Greenland. He focused upon the challenges with offshore 

petroleum operations in this area, and upon the appropriate actions for spill prevention 

and contingency planning.  

Discussion of the title of the Document 

At the conclusion of the meeting, a number of titles were proposed. Delegations agreed 

to look at the precedents in their practice before making a final decision at the next 

meeting. However, most of them preferred “Action Plan” (“Strategic/Framework Plan”) 

as the variant mentioned in the Kiruna Declaration. 

Next Steps 

The delegation of Finland offered to host the next meeting on 24-25 November, 2014 in 

Helsinki. The co-chairs and several delegations expressed a desire that this would be the 

final meeting of the Task Force. To ensure that the work of the Task Force can be 

concluded at the next meeting, delegations were given specific tasks regarding areas yet 

to be clarified within the document, and were asked as well to clarify all remaining general 

or legal questions within their national systems, prior to arriving in Helsinki. 
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Arctic Council Task Force on Arctic Marine Oil Pollution Prevention 

TFOPP | 5th Session 

Helsinki, Finland, 24-25 November 2014 
 

Monday, November 24 

8.15  Morning coffee and meeting registration 

8.45  Welcome remarks 
Director General Petteri Taalas, Finnish Meteorological Institute 

9.00 Welcome remarks 
Rene Söderman (Finnish Ministry of Foreign Affairs)  

9.10 Discussion of the document begins 

12.30  Lunch 

13.30  Presentations  
Neste Jacobs, represented by Outi Ervasti  
Lamor Corp., represented by Rune Högström 

14.00 Discussion of the document resumes 

15.00  Coffee break, if needed 

15.15 Discussion of the document resumes 

16.15  Bus to icebreaker Urho for a group tour 

18.00  Walk from icebreaker Urho to restaurant Katajanokan Kasino for a 
buffet dinner hosted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Laivastokatu 1, 00160 Helsinki 

20.30  Conclusion of the evening 

 

  



 

Agenda: TFOPP V, Helsinki, Nov 2014  Page 2 of 2 

 

Tuesday, November 25 

8.00 Coffee is available  

8.30 Discussion of the document begins 

12.30 Lunch 

13.30 Discussion of the document resumes 

15.00  Coffee break, if needed 

15.15 Discussion of the document resumes 

17.00  Conclusion of meeting 
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Arctic Council Task Force on Oil Pollution Prevention 

5th Meeting, Helsinki, November 24-25, 2014 

Summary two-pager 

Introduction 

At its fifth (and, it is expected, final) meeting, hosted by the Finnish Meteorological Institute 

(Helsinki), the Task Force on Arctic Marine Oil Pollution Prevention (TFOPP) focused on 

finalizing the Task Force’s deliverable, which will be presented for the consideration of 

ministers of Arctic states at the upcoming Ministerial meeting in 2015 in Iqaluit, Canada. The 

latest version of the TFOPP document, reflecting all the changes made at the previous 

meeting in Nuuk, was distributed in advance of the meeting, as were several new addenda 

and comments contributed by the state delegations and others.  

The meeting was co-chaired by Else Berit Eikeland (Norway) and Vladimir Barbin (Russian 

Federation). In their introductory remarks, the co-chairs underlined the need to produce a 

more concise and concrete document, and encouraged the delegates to be consensus-

oriented and avoid getting too caught up in debating any particular detail.  

Representatives from all Arctic States attended the meeting. Two Permanent Participant 

organizations (the Aleut International Association and the Inuit Circumpolar Council) and one 

Arctic Council Working Group (EPPR) were present. Accredited observers attending the 

meeting included six states (France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea and Singapore) 

and two organizations (CCU, WWF). In addition, there were invited experts from IOGP (The 

International Association of Oil & Gas Producers), Neste Jacobs and Lamor Corporation.  

Discussion of the Deliverable 

Although a decision on the preferred legal status of the document had been taken by TFOPP 

delegates in Nuuk, the question of the document’s title remained open prior to the Helsinki 

meeting. In Helsinki, heads of the delegations reached an agreement on the title “Framework 

Plan,” feeling that it best represented the nature and purpose of the non-binding document 

better.  

During the two days of the meeting, the Task Force moved deliberately through multiple 

rounds of revision in order to find compromises and wording that could be accepted by all 

the participants. Many issues were addressed in plenary, while some items required more 

thorough consideration within ad hoc “reference groups”. These reference groups were 

tasked with leading the development of consensus language for the introduction, final 

provisions, objective and scope of application of the document. Other subjects addressed by 

different reference groups included, inter alia: impact assessments and protection of the 

Arctic marine environment; implementation of the Framework Plan; promotion of the 

measures in regards to petroleum operations; enhancing cooperation on maritime risk 

assessments; improved meteorological and oceanographic forecasts; and prevention of 
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marine incidents. The texts developed by the ad hoc reference groups were presented at the 

plenary and accepted by all delegations.  

By the conclusion of the meeting, the document had been agreed upon in almost every detail. 

The Task Force also developed a clear nomenclature and harmonized the language of the 

headlines across the document. 

As part of the discussion devoted to the follow-up activities, the US delegation informed the 

Task Force about the meeting in Houston devoted to the development of an Arctic Offshore 

Regulators’ Forum.  

Presentations by the hosts and invited experts, comments from the observers 

The days’ discussions were punctuated by brief presentations from the hosts and from invited 

experts, as well as brief remarks from Arctic Council observer states and organizations. 

The Finnish Meteorological Institute, the host of the meeting, provided an overview of its 

activities, research and developments that are relevant to the Task Force’s subject matter. 

Two Finnish companies – Neste Jacobs and Lamor Corporation – also had an opportunity to 

inform the Task Force delegates about their activities, which include development of 

engineering and management solutions in the field of marine oil pollution prevention and 

response.  

On the second day of the meeting, accredited observer states and organizations shared their 

impressions and ideas on the negotiated document. Accredited observers in attendance 

indicated their support of the Framework Plan and the negotiation process, as well as special 

interest in some of the sections of the document, though some observer organizations also 

expressed a wish to see stronger language in the document. 

Next Steps 

The “clean” new version of the Framework Plan was provided to the Task Force members on 

November 27. Although much of the language in the new version represents carefully-

negotiated text agreed upon by the delegates at the meeting, the delegations were asked to 

shepherd the document through their own national review processes. Feedback from the 

delegations will be expected during December, the final deadline being January 10, 2015, as 

the final national review process prior to the Ministerial meeting in April, 2015 may take up 

to three months.  
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Observer State South Korea Woorak Suh Korea of marine environment management corporation Deputy general manager

Observer Organization CCU Buck Parker Circumpolar Conservation Union

Observer Organization WWF Sanna Kuningas WWF Finland Marine Conservation Officer

Invited Expert Neste Jacobs Outi Ervasti Neste Jacobs

Invited Expert Lamor Corporation Rune Högström Lamor Corporation

Invited Expert OGP Catherine Jahre-Nilsen OGP / Statoil Arctic Portfolio and Technology Manager

Invited Expert OGP Peter Webb OGP / Shell Government Relations and International Organizations
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