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Instructions for submitting Observer reports

Introduction

This document provides the reporting template and instructions for Observers
required to report during the Russian Chairmanship.

The deadline for submission is 1 December 2022.

According to the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (Annex 2), every two years
Observers are requested to submit to the Chairmanship up-to-date information
about relevant activities and their contributions to the work of the Arctic Council.
Accordingly, the following 19 Observers from the Fairbanks Group are requested to
submit their regular report by 1 December 2022.1

e Germany;

e The Netherlands;

e Poland;

e Switzerland;

e United Kingdom,;

e International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN);

e Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM);

e OSPAR Commission (OSPAR);

e Standing Committee of the Parliamentarians of the Arctic Regions (SCPAR);
e United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE);
e United Nations Environment Programme (UN Environment);
e West Nordic Council (WNCQ);

e World Meteorological Organization (WMO);

e Advisory Committee on the Protection of the Seas (ACOPS);

e International Arctic Science Committee (IASC);

e International Council for the Exploration of the Seas (ICES);

e International Union for Circumpolar Health (IUCH);

e Northern Forum (NF);

! The Fairbanks Group includes the Observers reviewed for the first time before the Fairbanks
Ministerial meeting in 2017, as well as Observers admitted that year. This group of Observers was
reviewed for a second time at the Reykjavik Ministerial meeting in 2021.
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e (ceana;

o World Wildlife Fund for Nature — Global Arctic Program (WWF).

Role of Observers

The role and responsibilities of Observers, as well as criteria for admission to the
Arctic Council, can be found in the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (Annex 2)
and the “Observer Manual for Subsidiary Bodies.”

The primary role of Observers is to observe the work of the Arctic Council.
Observers contribute to the Arctic Council primarily through engagement at the
level of Working Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups. Observers are invited
to the meetings and other activities of the Arctic Council unless the Senior Arctic
Officials decide otherwise. Observers may also propose projects through an Arctic
State or a Permanent Participant.

Report submission

Observer reports should include the relevant information described below and in
the template.

(a) A description of the Observer’s contributions to the work of the Arctic Council
since the time of the Observer’s most recent submission, or in the previous two
years, with special focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through
project participation and support, as well as collaboration with Permanent
Participants;

(b) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s future plans to contribute to the
work of the Arctic Council, with special focus on contributions to the
subsidiary bodies through project participation and support, as well as
collaboration with Permanent Participants; and,

(c) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s contributions to other aspects of
the Arctic Council and its goals not covered in the previous sections since the
time of the Observer’s most recent submission, or in the previous two years.

Observer reports should be submitted electronically to the Arctic Council Secretariat
via email: acs@arctic-council.org not later than 1 December 2022. Please bear in
mind while preparing your report that all Observer reports will be published online
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in the Observersection of the Arctic Council online Library (OAR) after the 2023
Ministerial meeting.

If an Observer fails to submit a report, the Arctic Council will consider this to mean
that the Observer is no longer interested in maintaining its status as an accredited
Observer to the Arctic Council.
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Cover sheet

Full name of Observer State or Observer Organization:

The Standing Committee Of Parliamentarians Of The Arctic Region

Date of submission of regular report:

01.12.2022

Observer’s website:

https://arcticparl.org/

Information for appropriate contact person

Full name: Aaja Chemnitz Dreifer

Aaja.Chemnitz@ft.dk

Email:

Telephone: 10945 61 62 46 67

Organization or department:

Parliament of Denmark

JobTitle:  'MP, Parliament of Denmark, Chair of the Standing Commitee

Full mailing

. Mrs. Aaja Chemnitz Larsen
add ress. Chair of the conference of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region
aaja.larsen@ft.dk

Mr. Peder H. Pedersen

Secretary General

Conference of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region Parliament of Denmark
peder.pedersen@ft.dk
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Observer Report

Please describe in no more than two pages your State’s or Organization’s
contributions to the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces,
and/or Expert Groups since the time of your most recent report, or in the previous
two years. Please highlight contributions to specific projects, such as through
proposals, concept development, in- kind and financial support, and hosting of
meetings. Please detail any collaboration with Permanent Participants, such as
project proposal endorsement and support.

The Standing Committee of the Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region has had observer status since
1998. The committee is known as Arctic Parliamentarians (AP).

As an observer to the Arctic Council AP actively works to promote the Arctic Councils work. Both at
a national and international level with the aim of strengthening cooperation across the Arctic
states.

Arctic Parliamentarians contributions consist of:
- Meetings between the members of AP to discuss pressing issues in the Arctic region

- Biennial conferences and summit incl. mission statements with recommendations for
Arctic governments and the Arctic Council.
- Signed collaboration agreements with other parliamentary entities and entities within
the sphere of the Arctic Council.
Below is an overview of AP's concrete contributions to the work of the Arctic Council in the period
of 2021 to 2022.

April 2021 - The 14t biennial conference
A part of the committees work is to host a biennial conference to discuss how to strengthen

collaboration and cooperation between the Arctic states and with the European parliament.

In 2021, Stortinget in Norway hosted the biennial conference digitally. The conference statement
highlights the pressing issues in the Arctic region, such as climate change, and recommendations
for Arctic governments and the Arctic Council in regards to climate, people of the Arctic and

economic development.

October 2021 - Call for papers - mental health amongst youth in the Arctic

Call for paper is a project that seeks to include young people from the Arctic region in AP's work to
improve mental health among the people of the Arctic. With different contributions from schools
all over the Arctic, AP has included the thoughts of young generations in their work.
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October 2021 - Memorandum of understanding between AP and Arctic Economic Council

In October 2021, AP and the Arctic Economic Council signed an agreement to ensure a common
effort to promote sustainable economic development, meaningful involvement of indigenous
peoples in the Arctic and the implementation of the Arctic Investment Protocol as platform for
cooperation.

March 2022 - Statement by Arctic Parliamentarians

On March 8, 2022, AP stated that the committee paused its work due to Russia's unprovoked
invasion of Ukraine. The invasion created a new and severe reality in our global society, which
called for a careful reflection of diplomatic relations. AP have later resumed the committees work,
but without the involvement of the Russian parliamentarians.

September 2022 - West-Nordic Collaboration

In September 2022, AP and the West Nordic Council signed a shared agreement to strengthen the
collaboration between the parliamentary entities. The collaboration entails sharing governmental
recommendations and annual meetings to discuss further collaboration between the two
parliamentary entities.

September 2022 - Arctic Parliamentarian Summit

In September 2022, AP hosted a summit to discuss the pressing issues and opportunities within the
Arctic. The parliamentarians attending the summit agreed on a mission statement in regards to the
people of the arctic, sustainable economic development and climate change in the Arctic. The
mission statement sets the foundation for AP's further work, and can be found in our plans to
contribute to the work of the Arctic Council.

AP are working to engage and involve indigenous people from the Arctic region in the committees
work. Therefore, we actively worked to implement recommendations from Sametinget and Inuit
Circumpolar Council (ICC) in our mission statement from the Arctic Parliamentarians Summit.
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your State’s or
Organization’s future plans for contributing to the work of the Arctic Council’s
Working Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups. Please highlight intentions to
contribute to specific projects and to collaborate with Permanent Participants.

At the summit, that took place in Nuuk in September 2022, AP agreed to support the work the
Arctic Council within the tenets of people of the arctic, climate change in the Arctic and the
economy in the Arctic.

People of the Arctic

- We acknowledge and promote Indigenous people's rights, including recommendations
from the ICC and Sami parliaments.

- We want to enhance the representation of Indigenous peoples in film and media. In
acknowledgement of fact that there is not only one truth, we also have to see it from the
indigenous people's point of view.

- Support the preservation and development of the culture and language of Indigenous
peoples.

- Follow and support the truth and reconciliation processes in the Arctic and promote the
implementation of the recommendations.

- Promote initiatives on mental health, with a special focus on prevention of suicides,
sexual abuse of children and alcohol abuse. By speaking up, we ensure political action and
awareness concerning mental health.

Climate change in the Arctic
- We will work for a reduction of emissions in the Arctic.
- We will promote green and renewable energy in the Arctic. The Arctic should be the
place to look for solutions for the world.

We will increase funding in climate research.

We will promote a special focal point on Indigenous representation in international
negotiations on preventing climate change.

The Economy in the Arctic

- We will work to promote a stable and predictable political framework for sustainable
economic development in the Arctic.

- We will work for guidelines for good economic development in the Arctic.

- We will promote a business mindset in young people, education and good working

mmnnAditinme fav A mnvanmabanmt vsiavlifavan Avaiiind tia dlaa A vadkia
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your State’s or
Organization’s contributions to other aspects of the Arctic Council and its goals not
covered by the previous sections since the time of your most recent report, or in the
previous two years.
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