The CAFF Work Plan 1999-2000

. INTRODUCTION

The CAFF Work Plan 1999200Q spedfies actions agreed upon ly the
eight Arctic courtriesto be undertaken by CAFF under the auspices of the
Arctic Courclil duringthe period d April 1999to October 200Q

The CAFF Work Plan 19992000foll ows the format of and represents
steps towards implementing the "Strategic Plan for the Conservation o
Arctic Biological Diversity”, which was endarsed by the Arctic Ministers
in 1998 s a framework for future CAFF activities.

Flora

1. Enharce dfortsto monitor Arctic biological diversity, paying paticular
attention to spedes, popuations, hahtats and emsystems, which are of
greatest eaological, cultural and social value

1.1. Design a pogram to monitor circumpolar biodiversity
for consideration by the second Arctic Courcil medingin
year 200Q hold anexpert workshopin Icdandin fall 1999
to initi ate this processand ceveop afirst draft programfor
consideration by courtries (Iceland/CAFF Secretariat).

2. Suppot andimplement measures for the anservation d Arctic genetic
resources, spedes andtheir hahtats

2.1. Continue dfortsto complete the aitical anndated
checkist of PantArctic Flora andrevise the list of rare
norrendemic plants of circumpolar conservation consern.
Provide a status report to CAFF VIl (Russia)

2.2. Work towards completion o the Circumpolar Arctic
Vegetation Map in year 2001 a per timeline provided in at
CAFF VI in Nuuk 1997 Conduct a field transed in the
Canadan Arctic during the summer of 1999to verify the
North-American continental map (USA)



2.3. AsssCAFF’s role with resped to Arctic flora
conservationin light of other circumpolar and
internationd initiatives and pgovide a dscusson pager to
CAFF VIl (USA/Russia) .

Fauna

2.4. Co-ordinate the nationd andcircumpolar
implementation d the Internationd Murre Conservation
Srategy and Action Plan andreport on progressto CAFF
VIII andto the secondArctic Courcil Meding (All/CSWG)

2.5. Co-ordinate the nationd andcircumpolar
implementation d the Circumpadar Eider Conservation
Srategy and Action Plan andreport on progressto CAFF
VIII andto the second Arctic Courcil Meding (All/CSWG)

2.6. Complete by fall 1999 aCAFF Tednical Report on
Harvest of Seabirdsin the Circumpolar Region
(All/CSWG)

2.7. Prepare recoommenddions to CAFF andthe Arctic
Courxil concerningincidental mortality of seabirdsin
comnercial fisheriesin the Arctic region: conduct a
workshop onthistopic in Halifax, Canada in spring 2000
(Canada/USA)

2.8. Evaluate recommnendations of the CAFF Tedhnical
Report No 4, "Globd Overview of Conservation d Arctic
Migratory Breeding Birds Outside the Arctic" and addess
other issues related to protedion d Arctic migratory birds
for consideration d CAFF andthe Arctic Courcil: condict
aworkshop onthis topic in Wageningen, The Netherlands,
in spring 2000(Russia/The Netherlands)

3. Establish proteded areas in the Arctic where they ontribute to the
conservation d ecsystems, hahitats and spedes

3.1 Finalise by fall 1999 areport sumnarising the
jurisdictiond resporsibiliti esand ndiond frameworks for
conservation d the Arctic marine environment (Canada)

3.2 Advance arcumpadlar efforts by CAFF, PAME and
IUCN to proted the Arctic marine environment: cosporsor
a Circumpolar Marine Workshopin Montreal, Canada
September 1999 (All/PAME/IUCN)



3.3 Establish by fall 2000 aPan-Arctic Proteded Areas
Registry (PAPAR) as eafied in the CPAN Srategy and
Action Plan (Norway/UNEP GRID-Arendal)

3.4 Devdop ways to enharce suppat and sustainahilit y of
Russa’s Arctic proteded areas. hold aworkshop onthis
topic in Anchorage, Alaska, October 1999(USA/Russ a).

3.5 Review and evaluate recomnmendations made by CAFF
VII with resped to CPAN and pepare by CAFF VI a
discusson papr onwaysto advance CAFF’'s CPAN effort
(USA)

4. Manage activities outside proteded areasin order to maintain the
ewmlogical integrity of proteded areas andto ensure the mnservation o
biodiversity

4.1 Prepare, in collabarationwith AMAP andIASC, an assessnent
onimpacts of climate
change andUV-B on Arctic emsystems (Sweden)

5. Enharceintegration d biodiversity conservation andsustainabde use
objedivesinto sedoral andcrosssedoral plansand pdicies. |dentify
approaches and cevdop strategies by which information onthe
conservation d Arctic biological diversity can be made availablein an
appropriate manner to those making socio-ecnamic dedsions.

5.1 Prepare an auhoritative, ill ustrated report, "Arctic
Conservation Isaues: Satus and Trends of Arctic Flora,
Fauna andHabitats'. Submit an adranced draft to the
second meding d the Arctic Courcil in year 200Q
anticipating pubicationin year 2001 (Finland/CAFF
Secretariat)

5.2 Devdop by fall 1999 a daft CAFF comnunications
strategy for consideration by the SAOs (I celand)

ADMINISTRATION

+ Prepareby fall 1999 aaft CAFF Operating Guidelines for
consideration by the SAOs (USA)






