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Instructions for Observers subject to review 

Introduction 
This document provides the reporting template and accompanying instructions for 
Observers to be reviewed during the Finnish Chairmanship (2017-2019).  

The deadline for the submission is 1 June 2018. 

According to the "Arctic Council Rules of Procedure" (annex 2), every four years Observers 
are to state their continued interest in Observer status, and will be reviewed in a 
Ministerial meeting. During the Finnish Chairmanship, the following 18 Observers admitted 
2000-2015 will be subject to review: 

• France
• Italy
• Japan
• People’s Republic of China
• India
• Republic of Korea
• Singapore
• Spain
• International Federation of Red Cross & Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)
• Nordic Environment Finance Corporation (NEFCO)
• North Atlantic Marine Mammal Commission (NAMMCO)
• United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
• Arctic Institute of North America (AINA)
• Association of World Reindeer Herders (AWRH)
• Circumpolar Conservation Union (CCU)
• International Arctic Social Sciences Association (IASSA)
• International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA)
• University of the Arctic (UArctic)

Role of Observers 
The role and responsibilities of Observers, as well as criteria for admission to the Arctic 
Council, can be found in the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (annex 2) and the “Observer 
Manual for Subsidiary Bodies”.  

The primary role of Observers is to observe the work of the Arctic Council. Observers 
contribute to the Arctic Council primarily through engagement at the level of Working 
Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups. Observers are invited to the meetings and other 
activities of the Arctic Council unless the Senior Arctic Officials decide otherwise. Observers 
may also propose projects through an Arctic State or a Permanent Participant. 
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Report submission 
Observer reports should include the relevant information described below and in the 
template.  

(a) A description of the Observer’s contributions to the work of the Arctic Council since the
time of the Observer’s most recent submission, or in the previous two years, with special
focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project participation and support, as
well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.

(b) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s future plans to contribute to the work of the
Arctic Council, with special focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project
participation and support, as well as collaboration with Permanent Participants.

(c) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s contributions to other aspects of the Arctic
Council and its goals not covered in the previous sections since the time of the Observer’s
most recent submission, or in the previous two years.

Observer reports should be submitted electronically to the Arctic Council Secretariat via 
email: acs@arctic-council.org.  

The reports should be submitted to the Arctic Council Secretariat not later than 1 June 2018. 
Please keep in mind while preparing your report that all Observer reports will be published 
on the official Arctic Council website (www.arctic-council.org). 

If an Observer does not submit a report, the Arctic Council will consider this an indication 
that the Observer is no longer interested in maintaining status as an accredited Observer 
to the Arctic Council.  

mailto:acs@arctic-council.org
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Cover sheet 
Full name of state or organization: 

Date of submission: 

Observer’s website, if appropriate: 

Information for appropriate contact person 

Full name: 

Email: 

Telephone: 

Organization or department:  

Job Title:  

Full mailing address:  

Is your state or organization still interested in continuing as an Observer of the Arctic 
Council?  

  Yes  No 
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Observer Report 
Please describe in no more than 2 pages your state’s or organization’s contributions to the 
work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups since the 
time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years. Please highlight contributions 
to specific projects, such as through proposals, concept development, in-kind and financial 
support, and hosting of meetings. Please detail any collaboration with Permanent 
Participants, such as project proposal endorsement and support.  
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If applicable, please describe in no more than 1 page your state’s or organization’s future 
plans for contributing to the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, 
and/or Expert Groups. Please highlight intentions to contribute to specific projects and to 
collaborate with Permanent Participants.  
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If applicable, please describe in no more than 1 page your state’s or organization’s 
contributions to other aspects of the Arctic Council and its goals not covered by the previous 
sections since the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years.  
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	Full name of state or organization: Republic of Singapore 
	Date of submission: May 2018
	Observers website if appropriate: 
	Information for appropriate contact person: Sean Lim
	Email: Sean_lim@mfa.gov.sg 
	Telephone: +65 6379 8243
	Organization or department: Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
	Job title: Country Officer
	Full mailing address: 1 Sherwood Road Singapore 248163 

Email copy to: Peter_Tan@mfa.gov.sg; Vaswani_Kamal_R@mfa.gov.sg; chia_wei_wen@mfa.gov.sg; Amanda_cheah@mfa.gov.sg; wang_shuo@mfa.gov.sg
	Council: Yes
	Contributions, page 1: 1      Singapore became an Arctic Council (AC) Observer in 2013. Following our last update in December 2016, this report details Singapore’s contributions as an AC observer in support of the AC’s agenda from January 2017 to June 2018. We continue to take guidance from the Nuuk Criteria. 

2      Singapore has continued to attend key AC meetings. First, Singapore was represented by Minister of State (MOS) in the Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry of Manpower and Ministry of Foreign Affairs Sam Tan at the AC Ministerial Meeting in Alaska, US in May 2017. Second, Singapore’s Senior Arctic Official (SAO) Deputy Secretary Peter Tan attended SAO Meetings in Juneau, Alaska in March 2017, in Oulu, Finland in October 2017 and Levi, Finland in March 2018. Third, we continue to participate actively in various AC Working Groups, and other events that support the AC’s work, as well as organised fora in Singapore to increase awareness and bring the discussions on the Arctic to Southeast Asia.

Working Groups

3      Emergency Preparedness, Prevention and Response (EPPR). The Maritime & Port Authority Singapore (MPA) attends EPPR meetings regularly. In line with the EPPR 2017-2019 Workplan, Singapore gave a presentation on our Next Generation Vessel Traffic Management System that contributes towards the EPPR’s aim of leveraging new technology to enhance vessel safety and protection of the marine environment at the 20th EPPR in December 2017. MPA also participates in the EPPR Marine Environmental Response Expert Group (MER EG). To support the implementation of the Marine Oil Pollution Preparedness and Response in the Arctic (MOSPA) Agreement, we participated actively at the MOSPA Exercise in March 2018 and provided feedback on the overall exercise and test objectives. 

4      Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna (CAFF). To support the AC’s biodiversity conservation efforts, Singapore’s National Parks Board (NParks) works with CAFF to conserve and monitor Arctic migratory shorebird populations threatened by overharvest and habitat alteration outside the Arctic. NParks tracks Arctic migratory birds stopping over in the Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve and provides input to CAFF’s Arctic Migratory Bird Initiative (AMBI). In line with AMBI’s 2015-2019 Workplan, Singapore hosted an AMBI workshop on “Conserving Arctic-breeding migratory birds in the East Asia Australasian Flyway” in January 2017, the first AC event held in Southeast Asia. The Workshop gathered practitioners and policy-makers from the Arctic and Southeast Asia to promote cooperation on the conservation of Arctic migratory birds.

5      Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment Working Group (PAME). MPA has contributed to PAME’s database on pollution and shipping research by providing input on several issues, including proposals for mitigating risks associated with the use and carriage of heavy fuel oil by vessels in the Arctic, and on the “proposed criteria for prioritising PAME’s shipping-related work”. MPA attended the Arctic Shipping Best Practices Information Forum in London, United Kingdom in May 2018 to contribute to PAME’s aim of facilitating the exchange of information and best practices.  

	Contributions, page 2: Permanent Participants

6      Singapore recognises that the Arctic indigenous peoples are key stakeholders of the Arctic, as they are most profoundly affected by changes in the region. To this end, the Singapore–AC Permanent Participants (PPs) Cooperation Package is a customised technical cooperation package to enhance the human resource development and governance capacities of the PPs.  

7      Under the Cooperation Package launched in 2013, we hosted several visiting delegations to Singapore. The feedback has been positive and the PPs have found the courses relevant and the knowledge transferable.  In July 2017, the Presidents of the Norway, Finland and Sweden Saami Parliaments visited Singapore and had discussions on the conservation and management of heritage sites, port management, tourism promotion, and public administration and multicultural policies. In November 2017, Chief Gary Harrison from the Arctic Athabaskan Council attended a Singapore Cooperation Program (SCP) course on International Law of the Sea. In addition, a representative from the Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North (RAIPON) is currently on a two-year Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy (LKYSPP) Masters in Public Policy course as the first recipient of the postgraduate scholarship. As part of our outreach to better understand the PPs, MOS Sam Tan met RAIPON leaders and Arctic indigenous peoples during his visit to Salekhard, Russia in March 2018 for the Reindeer Herders’ Day celebrations. 

Arctic Research

8      Arctic research is increasingly important to better understand the effects of climate change in the Arctic, and how this will affect the emergence of new Arctic shipping routes. Singapore aims to contribute to Arctic scientific discourse in the following areas:

• Study on the “Viability of Trans-Arctic Shipping Routes and Their Impact Analysis on Maritime Transportation”, which provides a cost-analysis of using Arctic shipping routes. (National University of Singapore – NUS, sponsored by Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Singapore Maritime Institute)

• Study of ice-structure interaction and drilling systems for shallow-water regions in the Arctic Ocean to offer innovative solutions for oil and gas exploration in Arctic environment (Keppel-NUS Corporate Lab)

• Study the link of Arctic ice mass loss to projected sea-level rise in Southeast Asia to create awareness of the importance of Arctic environmental protection (Nanyang Technological University – NTU) and Climate Sensitivities and Feedbacks between Arctic and the Southeast Asia (Meteorological Service Singapore)

• Study of the effect of global warming on tundra ecosystems and how the subsequent shift in vegetation would affect the indigenous reindeer herders of the Swedish sub-arctic. This contributes to the AC’s work to preserve the traditional indigenous lifestyles (NTU)

• Study the impact of Climate Change on the Carbon Cycling of Permafrost Soils to better predict how the release of carbon could accelerate climate change (NUS) 

	Future plans for contributions: Working Groups

1      EPPR. Singapore will continue attending EPPR meetings and participate in discussions of the MER EG. We will continue to share Singapore’s experiences in relevant topics, including on emergency response, as well as to learn from other countries’ best practices.  

2      CAFF. Singapore will continue to attend CAFF and AMBI meetings. In addition, Singapore will host an East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAAF) AMBI Coordinator at the Sungei Buloh Wetlands Reserve for a year starting in 2H2018. The Coordinator will support the work of CAFF/AMBI in Southeast Asia through engaging policymakers and practitioners, and attending international meetings such as the 4th AMBI Workshop in China and the Arctic Biodiversity Congress in Finland in October 2018.  

3      PAME. We are exploring new areas of collaboration with PAME on efforts to reduce marine litter and microplastics. To this end, the National Environment Agency (NEA) will attend the Arctic Marine Litter Workshop in Akureyri, Iceland in June 2018.

4      Sustainable Development Working Group (SDWG). We are identifying areas of synergies with SDWG’s work, particularly in its Arctic Renewable Energy Atlas (AREA) project. We are considering to hold an event in Singapore to raise awareness and facilitate discussion on common sustainable energy challenges facing the Arctic and Southeast Asia. We also plan to speak at an Arctic side-event organised by SDWG on the sidelines of the UN High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development in July 2018.  

5      Expert Group on Black Carbon and Methane (EGBCM). We are keen to learn more about the impact of black carbon and methane emissions on climate change, which will adversely affect Arctic communities and the rest of the world. Singapore intends to nominate an expert to participate in the next EGBCM meeting in September 2018.  

Permanent Participants

6      All PP representatives are welcomed to attend all capacity building and technical assistance programmes/courses under the Singapore-AC PPs Cooperation Package.  We have invited the PPs and the Indigenous Peoples’ Secretariat (IPS) to visit Singapore at a mutually convenient time to facilitate mutual cooperation and understanding to discuss further possibilities for collaborations. We welcome their suggestions on topics of interest which could include heritage conservation and mental wellness.  

Arctic Research

7      Singapore will be represented at the 2nd Arctic Science Ministerial in Berlin in October 2018 and will provide an update on our Arctic research projects.

	Other contributions: 1      Singapore has actively contributed to the AC’s work of disseminating information, encouraging education and promoting interest in Arctic-related issues through organising of various outreach events. First, Singapore hosted the first Arctic Frontiers Abroad Forum in Asia in collaboration with the Royal Norwegian Embassy in September 2017. Second, Singapore partnered Canada and Finland to co-organise the “Ice in the Tropics” Arctic Seminar and Photo Exhibition in Singapore in November 2017. In line with the AC’s focus to increase the safety and sustainability of Arctic shipping, Singapore and Norway organised an Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM) Conference on “Green Shipping. Blue business. Moving forward together” in Singapore in April 2018, on the sidelines of the Singapore Maritime Week.

2      In addition, Singapore’s tertiary research institutes have partnered with Arctic institutions. The NUS Energy Science Institute (ESI) hosted two seminars with the University of Tromsø (UiT) in Singapore in May and September 2017. NUS and UiT also signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on research collaboration in September 2017. In addition, ESI, the Centre for International Law (CIL) and MPA organised a panel session titled “Sustainable Development and the Southeast Asian Experience” at the 4th Arctic Energy Summit (AES) in Finland in September 2017. The session focused on oil pollution, and sustainable and remote energy access in the Arctic and Southeast Asia. CIL also organised an international conference on the “Governance of Arctic Shipping” together with the UiT Jebsen Center for Law of the Sea (JCLOS) and launched the book ‘Governance of Arctic Shipping’ on the sidelines of the Arctic Frontiers Conference in Tromsø in January 2018. NTU gave the opening keynote presentation on ecological research at the 2018 Nordic Oikos Conference in Trondheim, Norway in February 2018.

3     The AC has emphasised the importance of engaging the youth in Arctic issues to raise awareness of the impact of climate change and create a sense of shared community and leadership. To this end, Singapore sent a youth representative from NUS Gina Goh for the ‘Arctic Youth Exchange’ programme at the 6th Arctic Circle Assembly. She spoke at the session “Voices of Youth: How to Build a Successful Arctic Youth Engagement Program". In addition, a NTU student Mock Yuan Ning presented on “Singapore and the Arctic” at the Arctic Frontiers Student Conference in January 2018.  

4      We will continue to explore other avenues to increase awareness of Arctic issues, particularly in the Southeast Asia region, in line with the goals of the AC.  We have also participated in the following: 

• 4th International Arctic Forum, March 2017 in Arkhangelsk, Russia 
• 7th International Meeting of AC Representatives, August 2017 in Sabetta, Russia
• 6th Arctic Circle Assembly, October 2017 in Reykjavik, Iceland
• 12th Arctic Frontiers Conference, January 2018 in Tromso, Norway
• Warsaw Format Meeting, May 2018 in Warsaw, Poland



