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Instructions for submitting Observer reports 
Introduction 
This document provides the reporting template and instructions for Observers required to 
report during the Russian Chairmanship. 

The deadline for submission is 1 December 2022. 

According to the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (Annex 2), every two years 
Observers are requested to submit to the Chairmanship up-to-date information about 
relevant activities and their contributions to the work of the Arctic Council. Accordingly, 
the following 19 Observers from the Fairbanks Group are requested to submit their 
regular report by 1 December 2022.1 

• Germany; 

• The Netherlands; 

• Poland; 

• Switzerland; 

• United Kingdom; 

• International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN); 

• Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM); 

• OSPAR Commission (OSPAR); 

• Standing Committee of the Parliamentarians of the Arctic Regions (SCPAR); 

• United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN-ECE); 

• United Nations Environment Programme (UN Environment); 

• West Nordic Council (WNC); 

• World Meteorological Organization (WMO);  

• Advisory Committee on the Protection of the Seas (ACOPS);  

• International Arctic Science Committee (IASC); 

• International Council for the Exploration of the Seas (ICES); 

• International Union for Circumpolar Health (IUCH); 

• Northern Forum (NF); 

• Oceana;   

• World Wildlife Fund for Nature – Global Arctic Program (WWF). 

 
1 The Fairbanks Group includes the Observers reviewed for the first time before the Fairbanks Ministerial 
meeting in 2017, as well as Observers admitted that year. This group of Observers was reviewed for a second 
time at the Reykjavik Ministerial meeting in 2021. 

https://oaarchive.arctic-council.org/handle/11374/940
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Role of Observers 
The role and responsibilities of Observers, as well as criteria for admission to the Arctic 
Council, can be found in the “Arctic Council Rules of Procedure” (Annex 2) and the 
“Observer Manual for Subsidiary Bodies.” 

The primary role of Observers is to observe the work of the Arctic Council. Observers 
contribute to the Arctic Council primarily through engagement at the level of Working 
Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups. Observers are invited to the meetings and 
other activities of the Arctic Council unless the Senior Arctic Officials decide otherwise. 
Observers may also propose projects through an Arctic State or a Permanent Participant. 

 
Report submission 
Observer reports should include the relevant information described below and in the 
template. 

(a) A description of the Observer’s contributions to the work of the Arctic Council since 
the time of the Observer’s most recent submission, or in the previous two years, with 
special focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies through project participation 
and support, as well as collaboration with Permanent Participants; 

(b) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s future plans to contribute to the work of 
the Arctic Council, with special focus on contributions to the subsidiary bodies 
through project participation and support, as well as collaboration with Permanent 
Participants; and, 

(c) If applicable, a description of the Observer’s contributions to other aspects of the 
Arctic Council and its goals not covered in the previous sections since the time of the 
Observer’s most recent submission, or in the previous two years. 

 

Observer reports should be submitted electronically to the Arctic Council Secretariat via 
email: acs@arctic-council.org not later than 1 December 2022. Please bear in mind while 
preparing your report that all Observer reports will be published online in the Observer 
section of the Arctic Council online Library (OAR) after the 2023 Ministerial meeting.  

 

If an Observer fails to submit a report, the Arctic Council will consider this to mean that the 
Observer is no longer interested in maintaining its status as an accredited Observer to 
the Arctic Council. 

https://oaarchive.arctic-council.org/handle/11374/939
mailto:acs@arctic-council.org
https://oaarchive.arctic-council.org/handle/11374/1842
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Cover sheet 
 

Full name of Observer State or Observer Organization: 

 

Date of submission of regular report:  

Observer’s website: 

 
Information for appropriate contact person  

Full name: 

Email:  

 

Telephone: 

Organization or department:  

 

Job Title: 

 

Full mailing 
address: 

 
 

Circumpolar Conservation Organization 

5/5/23 

Currently being rebuilt/relocated during recent pause of AC activities 

Whit Sheard    

whitsheard@gmail.com 

+1 907.982.7095 

 

President, Circumpolar Conservation Union 
 

2144 SE Salmon St.  
Portland OR 97214 
USA 
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Observer Report 
Please describe in no more than two pages your State’s or Organization’s contributions to 
the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task Forces, and/or Expert Groups since 
the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years. Please highlight 
contributions to specific projects, such as through proposals, concept development, in- 
kind and financial support, and hosting of meetings. Please detail any collaboration with 
Permanent Participants, such as project proposal endorsement and support.  

During the recent pause in formal Arctic Council meeting, CCU has: 

• Built larger connections with other organizations interested in Arctic conservation and 
supporting indigenous peoples of the Arctic 

• Rebuilt and are relocating our website (in progress) 

• Focused on wastewater, greenhouse gas emissions, black carbon and ship routeing 
measures 

• Expanded our Board of Directors  
 
For our Arctic Council specific project, we have been supporting and contributing to the Iceland-
led PAME analysis of wastewater. A full description of this project is below. 
Background: 

The impacts from shipping can be severe and the risks real to both marine habitat and Indigenous 
and community food security in the Arctic. Risks are equally high if essential goods and 
development do not reach people in the Arctic. The challenge for policy makers is to get the rules 
right to decrease the impacts and provide opportunity for people in the Arctic. Part of contributing 
to effective management and regulation of shipping is being on top of emerging social and 
environmental issues early, to give operators plenty of lead time for adaptive management, which 
will reduce impacts as soon and as effectively as possible. Wastewater discharge from ships, 
including grey water, sewage, and exhaust gas cleaning system (scrubber) effluent, is one such 
issue. 

 
Phase 1: Survey of Select Wastewater Discharges 
 
The main goal of the project is to develop a better understanding of vessel practices related to 
wastewater discharges in the Arctic, through a survey directed at shipping operators and 
associations. The findings will inform potential future dialogue within the Arctic Council as well as 
ongoing discussions at the IMO. 

Status: A presentation of the survey’s findings (which was completed in 2022) will be made at the 
next PAME meeting. 

Proposed Phase 2: Quantitative Analysis of Wastewater Discharges and Creation of 
Wastewater Best Practices for Ships Operating in Arctic Waters 
The proposed phase 2 consists of a quantitative analysis of wastewater discharges in Arctic 
waters and the creation of wastewater best practices for ships operating in the region. The 
quantitative analysis will inform policy-makers and other stakeholders about the potential amount 
and distribution of sewage, grey water and scrubber wastewater generated and discharged each 
year by ships in Arctic waters. The analysis results will include a breakdown of the amount of 
waste produced by different ship types. Information from this quantitative analysis, along with 
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knowledge gained from Phase 1’s survey will inform the formation of best practices for wastewater 
discharges in Arctic waters. These best practices will provide those operating in the Arctic with 
tools to mitigate their wastewater discharge impacts on Arctic peoples and the marine 
environment. The results of the quantitative analysis and the recommended best practices will be 
submitted to the IMO. 
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your State’s or Organization’s 
future plans for contributing to the work of the Arctic Council’s Working Groups, Task 
Forces, and/or Expert Groups. Please highlight intentions to contribute to specific projects 
and to collaborate with Permanent Participants. 
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If applicable, please describe in no more than one page your State’s or Organization’s 
contributions to other aspects of the Arctic Council and its goals not covered by the 
previous sections since the time of your most recent report, or in the previous two years. 
 

 


	Phase 1: Survey of Select Wastewater Discharges

