Statement of Aleut International Association
Fairbanks, Alaska, United States of America

May 11, 2017
Ministers, Distinguished Guests, Colleagues, and Friends,

On behalf of everyone at Aleut International Association, | would like to
thank the United States for a very productive Chairmanship of the
Arctic Council. While there are many people in the U.S. Chairmanship
team and Arctic Council Secretariat who have worked hard to make the
last two years a success, we would like to give special thanks to
Ambassador David Balton for his inspired leadership as Chair of the
Senior Arctic Officials.

What the Ottawa Declaration established in 1996 was truly unique, not
because the Arctic Council includes all of the Arctic States, or that it
established working groups, or because it provides a means for
observers to participate. The Arctic Council is unique because it
includes the voices of the Indigenous Peoples of the Arctic, sitting at the
same table as the Arctic States. It is this special relationship between
the Arctic States and the Permanent Participants that is the heart of the
Arctic Council and without the full and meaningful participation of
Indigenous peoples of the Arctic, the Council becomes just another
intergovernmental forum. For AIA to make substantial contributions to
the work of the Council requires support and in our view this should
come from three types of sources: First, support from, and our
relationship with, the Arctic states in which our constituents reside is
necessary and important, it shows that the Arctic States value our
contributions, something which has been proven time and again.
Second, we must have support from communities and organizations in
our region, this shows that the people we represent know our work
benefits them at home. Third, there should be an avenue for entities
outside the Arctic, but with Arctic interests, to support us, this is where



the Algu Fund, which was officially opened yesterday comes in. | urge
the Arctic Council Observers, and others with Arctic Interests, to look
closely at it.

Now more than ever, the work of the Arctic Council is vitally important
to the Aleut people of the United States and Russian Federation. Their
well-being has been tied to the marine environment for millennia. Safe
shipping, healthy biodiversity, freedom from pollution and an
understanding of what to expect from a changing climate are essential
for the continuation of the Aleut way of life. The Aleut people are
resilient and adaptable; they have survived many hardships brought
about by contact with the outside world, but despite their strength, the
challenges facing the Aleuts and indeed all the Indigenous people of the
Arctic are more varied than ever before. Ocean acidification and
species migration due to warming temperatures threaten our ability to
harvest salmon, sea level rise jeopardizes our coastal communities, and
extreme weather events are making our waters increasingly dangerous
to navigate. All of these things are real and they are happening right
now. The data on the causes is irrefutable, and we cannot let politics
interfere with the actions that must happen now and in the future. We
are small, remote communities, and while we are adaptable and
resilient, we cannot slow, much less stop, these changes. We urge not
only the Arctic States, but all nations to rapidly achieve the long-term
temperature goal in the Paris Climate Agreement, and to work to
implement the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals by 2030.

Vera Belobrova, an AlA board member from the community of
Nikolskoye in the Commander Islands of the Russian Federation, will
conclude our statement.




3apascTByinTe!

B nocnegHuin pas a obpawanack K ydacTHMKam MUHUCTEPCKOM ceccum
ApKTuueckoro coseta B Canexape npu nogseieHnn UTOroB npeacenatenbCTsa
Poccuiickoi depepaumum, u gna meHs 60abluas yecTb bbiTb 34eChb cerogHa u
NPOWU3HOCUTb 3Ty PeYb.

KopeHHble Hapoabl APKTUKM MMEIOT MHOFOBEKOBYHO MCTOPUIO, HO KUBYT B
COBPEMEHHOM MUPE, MO3TOMY Mbl AOXKHbI NOCTOAHHO NpUAaraTb ycUAns, YTobbl
noAAepKMBaTb HEOHX0AMMBbIN BaNaHC MeXKAy COXPaHEHMEM HalLen KyAbTypbl U
O HOBPEMEHHbIM COAENCTBMEM YCTOMUYMBOMY Pa3BUTUIO BO 61aro Hawmx o6 mH,
N 06A3aTeNbHbIM YCNOBMEM A/151 BCETO 3TOr0 ABAAETCA YMCTasA M 340pOBas
OKpyrKatoLan cpega. Mbl yBepeHbl, 4To APKTUYECKMIA COBET NpeacTaBaseT cobomn
OZINH U3 CaMbIX NYYLLINX CNOCODOOB COTPYAHUYECTBA MEXKAY aPKTUYECKUMMU
rocyapcrBaMu U KOPEHHbIMW HAapoAaMK ANA AOCTUXKEHMA 3Toro banaHca.

Bonblian YacTb KOPEHHbIX HAPOA0B APKTUKM POAOM 13 Poccnmn, N0OSTOMY MHe 6bl
X0Tenocb 06patTmTbeA ¢ Npocbboit yaennutb ocoboe BHUMaHME MeXaHM3MaMm
NOALEPMKKM YHACTMA KOPEHHbIX HapoaoBs Poccuiickon ®epepaumm B pabote
ApKTnyecKkoro coseTa. fl Bepto, YTO BMecCTe C HaWKMK APY3bAMU N KOJIeramm n3
LpkymnonAapHoro coseta MHynTos, Accoumnaummn KopeHHbIx Hapoaos Cesepa,
Cnbupu n JansvHero Boctoka P® n CoBeTa caamoB Mbl MOXKeM CAeNaTtb Tak,
4yTObbI rON0CA KOPEHHbIX HAPOA0B PoccuM 3ByYann rpomue, a TaKKe CMOXKEM
BHeCTM 6onblwniA BKNaA B paboTy ApKTnyeckoro coseTta pagm obuiero 6nara.

N HaKkoHel, npeacTtaBuTenn aneytos Poccuiickoit Pegepaumm xotenm ool
BbIPa3nTb NPU3HATENbHOCTb HalleMy NPaBUTENIbCTBY 3a LUarMy,
npeAnpUHUMaeMble UM ANA YAydleHNA MOHUTOPUHIA 33 COCTOAHNEM
OKpYrKatoLLen cpeabl APKTUKM U UCCNe0BaTEeIbCKUX MEXAHMU3MOB,
obecneynBaloLLLMX 3KOIOTMYECKYIO 6e30NacHOCTb, A5 COXPAHEHUA
6uopasHoobpasua, gna npeaynpexaeHma, roTOBHOCTU U IMKBUAALUM Pa3IMBOB
HedTH, a TaKXKe 3a BCe OCTa/IbHble Mepbl, NPeANPUHATbIE ANA 3aLLUTbI
OKpY’KatloLLen cpeapl ceroaHa u B byayuiem.

MbI C HETEPNEHMEM KAEM BO3MOXKHOCTM HayaTb TECHOE COTPYAHNYECTBO C
KOMaHAoM npeacegatensctsa PuHasHAnM ana obecnevyeHua Nao40TBOPHOM
paboTbl Ha NPOTAXKEHUU CneayroWwmx ABYX NeT.

Cnacunbo Bcem n oTaenbHoe cnacnbo xutenam OapbaHKca 3a Ux
roctenpmMmmcrteo!






